
 

 

Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25.  Our office hours are 9:30 am-5:00 pm Monday through Friday.  

An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.   
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Worship In September……. 

 

Sunday Mornings 9/6 and 9/13 Livestreaming at 10am  

on Facebook and YouTube pages. 
 

Wednesday, September 9th at 6:30 pm - Parking Lot Worship  

with Holy Communion in CIC’s parking lot.   
 

Sunday, September 20th & 27th at 9 am  -  Outdoor Worship  

with Holy Communion in CIC’s parking lot. A virtual worship opportunity will be available 

these days. 

 
Annual Congregational Meeting:  As you may recall, our previously scheduled annual meeting from June 

was postponed.  The new date for the Annual Meeting will be on September 27th.  The meeting will follow 

our outdoor worship service and take place in the parking lot.  More information will be forthcoming.         

 

Facebook Link                                      YouTube Link  
 

https://www.facebook.com/CommunityInChrist
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001JYPSQNrnmmkQLKGK7d2RGPE5Hiq9uogzEfN6cWRvZLhP9G9p-7DJrIMAdNIW1MfRKDUzi2829NA4d3gzTu4SXbXkNMOE3IOJ0clbvqPhXeqvT3r4x6CTrTTIr7jd9MdyZUYckXRwwl4TMQqQefNn_70ln_Ztbh9lwJn5JZ1c-QFEOz1Tza53pVqZDMvB_Kn_PzcXJ6-IweRj29bfyvJpWA==&c=sHoIpb0sp


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

From the Pastors…… 
 

Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  ~Luke 19:40 
 
The daily confirmed cases are down. The positivity rate continues to decrease.  And the hospitalization numbers are 
trending lower. While certainly subject to change, these things are all true at this current moment as the article is being 
written. The listed metrics are reasons to give thanks that, because more people are following the CDC’s guidelines to 
social distance, wear a mask, wash hands, and minimize close indoor contact with others, fewer people are suffering 
right now from Covid 19. We await an update sometime during the week of September 7th as to where we are in the 
phasing of the state’s Safer at Home plan and how it impacts gatherings into the Fall. 
 

We had 2 opportunities for in-person worship during the month of August. What a joy! Those were scheduled midweek 
evening services to minimize the impact from the intensity of the sun and because the Phase 2 requirements only allow 
for 25 people to be outside at the same time in the same location. They gave us a great opportunity to see one another, 
work with our technology, and visualize the spacing needs in the parking lot. We will have one more midweek outdoor 
service on Wednesday, September 9th at 6:30pm. Please note the continuing change in time as we work with the dwin-
dling daylight hours. You are more than welcome to bring your dinner and eat it in your car as you wait for the service to 
begin or as it begins. 
 

Because the morning sunlight will be more forgiving in later September, and we are cautiously optimistic that we will 
transition to Phase 3 soon, which in the current plan would allow for significantly more people to gather outdoors, we 
are planning to hold our first Sunday morning outdoor service on September 20th at 9am in CIC’s parking lot. Sun-
day, September 20th and Sunday, September 27th will be outdoor worship services in the parking lot. Please look to an-
nouncements closer to the date for information specific to those worship experiences.  
 

If these outdoor, parking lot services are not something you are comfortable or able to participate in, we will continue 
offering a virtual worship opportunity via our Facebook and YouTube pages. We recognize that some of you might be 
disappointed that we are not yet offering a service in the sanctuary. While that is something that we have planned and 
worked toward, the safest and most feasible in-person option right now is to worship together in the parking lot. Even 
when we move into Phase 3, indoor options will be limited to 50 people, which is just a fraction of our regular attendees. 
And, this will give the medical world more time to discern just how safe indoor gatherings like worship will be with the 
current precautions health officials have put into place.  
 

Over these last many months, we have certainly not been silent in our worship. However, we will soon get a chance to 
offer our prayers and praises alongside the stones, gravel, and pavement that make up our parking area. Jesus declares 
that such inanimate things will cry out if we do not, so, let’s make sure that does not need to happen! 
 

Lastly, while numbers are improving, the virus is still very much “out there” and more than ready to quickly spread if we 
become lax with these basic preventative actions. So, let’s stay disciplined and keep up the work so we can help keep 
one another well and get closer to doing more of the things we are longing to do together! 
 
Stay well and God’s peace be with you, 
Pastor Lisa and Pastor Michael 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  Ways That You Can Continue to Give of Your Tithes and Offerings at CIC: 
  

1. Online/Direct Withdrawal  
      A. Go to www.communityinchrist.org  & click on the “donate now” button in the upper-right hand corner. 

                   B. Select “Create Profile” 

 C.  Provide Your E-Mail Address 

 D.    Create your profile and provide the various pieces of requested information.  Once your profile is     
 created, you can select what types of giving you would like to sign up for (one-time or reoccurring, 

    2. Traditional Mail Option:  At CIC we now have a locked mailbox that is checked frequently.                 
         CIC’s address is: 7621 Norman Island Drive, Cornelius, NC 28031 

http://www.communityinchrist.org


 

 

Prayers 
 

Prayers for Members: Carla Beaver, Gary Salzman, Suzette Iskander, Claudia Boggiano, DiBenedictis family, Jim 

Carney, Martin Cuthbertson, Joan Garn, Renate Von Dohlen, Lee Tillman, Kathy Miller 
 

Prayers for friends & relatives of members: Mike & Tristin (friends of Suzi Hinrichs), Jim Luke (Casie Conrad’s fa-

ther), Tina Von Dohlen (Renate Von Dohlen’s daughter), Ann Donahue (Bill Langan’s sister), Carol Porter (friend of 

Bill Kauffman), C.J. King (friend of the Spano's), Laurie Higgins (Gary Samuelson's girlfriend), Liz & Mia, Julie & Pat-

rick Murphy (friends of Lisa Hudson), John Ruisi (Nina Lizzol's father), Sondra Sigmon (former CIC member), Korie 

Lambert (friend of Stephanie Wheeler), Linda Wallace (Melissa Martucci's mom), Gene Scroggins (friend of Pat & 

Scott Wood)  
 

Prayers for all active duty military personnel and their families, healthcare workers, first responders and pub-

lic servants (Community In Christ thanks you and continues to pray for you) 
   

The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the list. They also send out cards letting them know 

they have been prayed for. Please provide addresses to send the cards. Please submit all prayer requests to 

the office at swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120.  
 

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Kathy Rummage on the death of her father. Please keep Kathy in your prayers dur-
ing this most difficult time. 
 

Congratulations to Brian & Karen Barefoot on the birth of their son, Leo, born on August 6th weighing in at 9lbs 8 oz. 
He also has a terrific big sister, Kendyll—welcome Leo! 
 

Welcome to CIC Riley Christina Houle, baptized on August, 9 and Grayson James Zegowitz, baptized on August 23. 

 

New Members Class 
 

The next CIC New Members Class will be in October and we are beginning to iron out the details. Please contact Carol 

Swing at carol@communityinchrist.net to let her know you are interested and she will  keep you updated on all the de-

tails. We welcome all questions, comments and concerns and encourage you to reach out to us.  We look forward to this 

new adventure to have a virtual class with you! 

 

Office & Staff Information 
 

While the office is becoming increasingly more regularly staffed in-person, we encourage calling and emailing to sched-

ule appointments. If coming by the office, please observe social distancing spacing and all current guidelines.  
 

Pastor Lisa – pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net         
 

Pastor Michael – pastormichael@communityinchrist.net 
 

Stephanie Wheeler, Church Administrator – swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Carol Swing, Director of Inviting Ministries – carol@communityinchrist.net 
 

Sandy Barefoot, Director of Music Ministries – sandy@communityinchrist.net 
 

Colleen Karpovitz, Director Church Finance – ckarpovitz@cox.net 

 

Montagnard Tutoring Program 
 

We are seeking financial donations to help cover the costs of remote and in-person school supplies for the students in-

volved in the Montagnard Tutoring Program.  The cost of school supplies per student is $50.  There are currently 16 stu-

dents enrolled in the program.  If you would like to cover the cost of 1 or more students, you may send in your special 

Montagnard offering envelope, or you can do so via our online giving.  And, if you are unable to contribute at the $50 

amount, any contribution would be greatly appreciated!  If you have any questions about this project, please contact Suzi 

Hinrichs at suzihinrichs@gmail.com.  Suzi is an active member of the tutoring program.   

mailto:pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net
mailto:pastormichael@communityinchrist.net
mailto:swheeler@communityinchrist.net
mailto:carol@communityinchrist.net
mailto:sandy@communityinchrist.net
mailto:ckarpovitz@cox.net
mailto:suzihinrichs@gmail.com


 

 

 

Sunday School 
 

Rally Sunday will be on September 13th at 9 am in CIC’s parking lot.  We anticipate having much of our Sunday School 

classes throughout the Fall be online, however, we hope to be able to have some outside and socially distanced options 

mixed in. We hope to see you and your 3 year old through 5th graders on the 13th for an interactive, fun, faith-filled, so-

cially distanced time with families. Our time together will last 40 minutes to allow families time to travel home prior to 

the livestream worship at 10 am.  
 

Registration for Sunday School can be found at this link . 

If you are willing to assist with Sunday School this year in any capacity, please contact Pastor Lisa 

(pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net). 
 

Confirmation 
 

We are anticipating much of our confirmation experience to be occurring virtually this year, nevertheless, we are hopeful 

and planning on having some outside and socially distanced gatherings scattered within the calendar.  
  

Orientation for 9th grade students will be on September 16th at 7 pm via Zoom.  You will be receiving a Zoom link. 

Please e-mail the church by September 14th if you have not received it. 
 

Orientation for 6th,7th, & 8th graders will be on September 23rd at 7 pm via Zoom.  Please e-mail the church by September 

21st if you have not received it. 
 

SR High Youth 
 

 All 9th-12th grade youth are invited on September 13th to an outside, masked, and socially distanced gathering at 6:30 

pm.  Please let Pastor Michael know you are attending by September 10th (pastormichael@communityinchrist.net).   
 

College Addresses 
 

Please let the office know (swheeler@communityinchrist.net) as soon as you have obtained your student’s college mail-

ing address and contact information.  We recognize some students have had to return home from already moving into 

their apartments/dorms.  If your student’s address has changed, please let us know of that as well.   

 

Portico Prayer 
 

One of the pastors will be available to pray in-person with you on September 2nd from 1:30-3:30 pm. Drive-up 
to the drop-off area by the sanctuary (portico) and you will be greeted by one of the pastors. Please wear a 
mask. Stay in your vehicle and one of the pastors will pray with you. 

 

Adult Sunday School 
 

An Adult Sunday School class in a digital format is in the beginning stages of formation. Stay tuned to Sunday 
announcements and Take Two emails for more information as it becomes available.  
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 
 

Our Tuesday morning Bible Study meets at 10:30am every week on Zoom as we reflect and discuss the upcoming Sun-

day texts. If you would like a link to the Zoom meeting, please e-mail Stephanie in the church office 

(swheeler@communityinchrist.net). Also, if you are unable to participate in the lesson, but would like a copy of the 

study e-mailed to you, please let Stephanie know as well. 
 

Synod-wide Bible Study 
 

With the desire to come alongside pastors and congregations in meeting needs in these pandemic days, Bishop 
Tim Smith will be offering a synod-wide evening adult education Bible Study Zoom call on the gospel of 
Mark every Wednesday in September and October beginning 9/9 from 7-8 pm. You must register to receive 
the Zoom link. Recordings will be sent out to you if you are unable attend live. Use the following link to  
register:  
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflnyDSoTVYpZuf2NVBmEuWOgsVKAwPRW7sMk1cXBqntI
-M5g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3kE4gLvj39nT8ZKw9An1eMYY4EQN_jiwygaLHCTXlz8QRJeZOBh778Nt8 

https://www.communityinchrist.org/childrens-ministry
mailto:pastormichael@communityinchrist.net
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflnyDSoTVYpZuf2NVBmEuWOgsVKAwPRW7sMk1cXBqntI-M5g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3kE4gLvj39nT8ZKw9An1eMYY4EQN_jiwygaLHCTXlz8QRJeZOBh778Nt8
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflnyDSoTVYpZuf2NVBmEuWOgsVKAwPRW7sMk1cXBqntI-M5g/viewform?fbclid=IwAR3kE4gLvj39nT8ZKw9An1eMYY4EQN_jiwygaLHCTXlz8QRJeZOBh778Nt8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Traditionally, the ELCA’s “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday would be September 13th across the ELCA. In addition to 

following safety guidelines in however we serve, one of the ways the ELCA would like to celebrate this special day is to 

consider making it a “God’s Work, Our Hands” month! As church, we are guided by our life in Christ to share the love 

of Jesus and serve our neighbors — even if such acts of service look different this year. 
 

Here are some ideas for you to consider for making September a month of service!  
 

• Outdoor and Physically-distanced Service Projects  

• Identify people who could use some help with yard work. Then roll up your sleeves and get to work with 

activities such as: Lawn mowing, Window washing, Raking, Chopping wood, Clearing brush, Painting, 

Weeding, Planting, Washing cars, Clearing gutters  

• Pick up litter to care for creation and beautify your community. 

• Arrange for meal deliveries from restaurants. Place an order on behalf of anyone in your community who could use a 

meal, and coordinate with them ahead of time about what they would like from the menu. Be sure to inquire about 

allergies and dietary restrictions.  

• Make masks. Many sewers have already contributed their talents and fabric scraps to mask-making this year. Mask 

wearing could be common practice for a while, so people may need another mask.  

• Write cards or letters, or send care packages. Express your gratitude for emergency workers, teachers, frontline 

health care workers, postal and delivery workers, those in the military, those who live alone, and so many more. 

• Study, research, and learn more about something that is important to you, your community, and the world. Connect 

with advocacy organizations to learn about ways you can plug into work being done.  
 

Add to this list with your many great ideas that work for you and your family! Pay attention to Sunday announcements 

and Take Two emails for opportunities to serve during the month. 

 
 

Church Meetings, Small Groups, Gatherings 
 

In Christian love toward one another in adhering to recommendations from public health officials and the synod, we 

continue to navigate what loving, living, and serving in a world with COVID-19 looks like on a daily basis. Our 

church’s insurance provider, Church Mutual, has shared with us that all church events, whether they are at the facility or 

at an off-site location, must comply with the strictest of orders at any current time during the pandemic whether that is 

CDC, State, or County. Please keep this in mind as you organize or consider organizing a meeting or gathering. If you 

are interested in finding ways for your group to gather, in-person or virtually, please contact the church office and some-

one can help you consider the options. The church has a Zoom account that can be used for any church group. 

 
 

 



 

 

 
From the Finance Team 

 
 
 

Community in Christ Ministry Plan  Jul20-Jun21 Budget    Jul20-June21 Actual     % of Budget  

Revenue       

Revenue      $532,500     $   33,731      6% 

Operating Budget offerings       

Other Revenue      $181,466     $    3,683      2% 

Facility Usage, Preschool tuition and fees, Bank interest 

Total Revenues      $713,966     $  37,414      5% 

        

Expenses       

Worship     $    2,425    $          80      3% 

altar supplies, devotionals, substitute pastors       

Witness       $     1,870     $        149      8% 

offering envelopes, family life, evangelism, giving garden       

Serve       $   53,250     $    4,046      8% 

synod benevolence       

Administration      $   40,007     $   5,954               15% 

computer software, copier lease, insurance, internet, postage, office supplies, telephone, payroll service, credit card fees

       

Mortgage      $   92,196     $   7,683      8% 

principal and interest on mortgage       

Property      $    53,818    $   4,563      8% 

building maintenance, janitorial services, utilities, lawn care, fire/security alarms, exterminating, floor/carpet cleaning 

       

Staff       $  441,943     $  27,452     6% 

salaries, taxes, and benefits for four full-time and two part-time employees; staff development (partially offset by desig-

nated giving in 2016-2017)       

      

Music Ministries     $     3,060     $       175      6% 

guest artists, music for choirs, copyright fees       

Youth Ministries     $     6,525     $       300      5% 

youth mission trips, retreats, activities; 2017-2018 and 2018-2019: also includes Sunday school, campfirmation   

     

Preschool      $   13,865     $   1,147                  8% 

activities, supplies, maintenance        

Total Expenses      $ 714,959     $ 51,549      7% 

    

Budget Deficit          $ (14,135) 

 

    

PLEASE REMEMBER TO UPDATE YOUR CREDIT CARD EXPIRATION DATE IF YOU ARE 
SET UP FOR AUTO DEDUCTION ON OUR WEBSITE.    
 
      
    
    
    
    



 

 

Community In Christ 
Lutheran Church 
7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 

73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team 
Leaders 
Jeff Moen (VP)  Youth  
Patricia Maruna   Adult Faith Formation (Mark Myers)   
Justin Shingleton  Family Life       
Shari Gomilla  Finance  (Colleen Karpovitz) 
Debbie Davidson (Secretary)  Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Susan Kullstam                   Outreach  (Kathy Dutton) 
Mark Myers  Property  (Stephanie Wheeler) 
Kathy Shugarman 
Thomas Finlay (Treasurer) Stewardship (Marci Langan) 
   Support Staff  (Kathy Shugarman)  
   Worship & Music  
   Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  
   Inviting Ministries (Carol Swing) 
     
Staff 
Pastor Lisa Beery  pastorlisa@communityinchrist.net 
Pastor Michael Beery  pastormichael@communityinchrist.net 
Office Administrator,      
 Stephanie Wheeler               (swheeler@communityinchrist.net) 
Music Director, Sandy Barefoot                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                        (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 
Finance - Collen Karpovitz                                (ckarpovitz@cox.net) 
Director of Inviting Ministries 
 Carol Swing                 (carol@communityinchrist.net) 

      US Postage Paid 
      Non-Profit Organization      

                     Cornelius, NC    28031  
      Permit #5 

 

Please note that announcements for the bulletin, 
newsletter and facebook pages are for church re-
lated items only. Anything non-related to the 
church will be deleted. Thank you for adhering to 
this policy. Submissions for the bulletin must be 
received in writing to the church office by Thurs-
days at 10 am. Submissions for the newsletter 
must be received in writing to the church office 
by the 20th of the month. 

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-
tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 
up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 
please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 
black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-
clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 
sign up for e-mails at our website. 
www.communityinchrist.org 

 
 

Worship Times 
 
 

10 am Live on Facebook 
 

Wednesday  Evening 
Ministry Moment: 

 

Available to view anytime after 7 pm on Facebook 
 

 


