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Serving the Lake Norman area since 1977 

March 2019 

Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25.  Our office hours are 9:30 am-5:00 pm Monday through Friday.  

 We have worship at 9:30 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. We have a Wednesday evening worship at 7 pm. Communion is served at all services. Adult Sunday School 

is at 9:00 & 11 am. Children’s Sunday school is at 9:30 am. An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.   
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Lenten Worship Schedule 
 

Ash Wednesday 
March 6 

Worship at 12:00 pm & 7:00 pm 
 

Soup Supper at 6 pm  
(confirmation small groups will meet at this time) 

Beginning Wednesday, March 13 through Wednesday, April 10 
Followed by 

Lenten Worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers are Back!  A new menu item has been requested for the soup suppers this season;  

BAKED POTATOES.  

 There is an electronic sign-up version on Sign-Up Genius and there will be a paper copy on the  

welcome desk in the Narthex.  



 

 

From the Pastor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Community in Christ,  

 

One Sunday last Lent I spoke with the person seated behind me at worship and during our conversation she said, “I just 

don’t like Lent – too dark and dreary.”  I’ve thought about that comment for that past year now, especially since I’ve 

always appreciated Lent and its emphasis on renewal and rebirth, remembering the faith and preparing for the great   

Easter feast.   
 

But then again perhaps that is not the way everyone experiences Lent.  No alleluias, 40 long days of late winter early 

spring when a person never knows if it will be freezing or spring like, trees that bud and then lose their flower during the 

next unexpected frost, Scripture readings that invite us to honestly look at ourselves, and songs and hymns that are not 

always the most joyful.  All these perhaps make Lent seem dreary and dark.      
 

I’d rather think of Lent as a time of renewal and spiritual self-examination so I’m writing to wish you a blessed and holy 

Lent and invite you to dive deeply into these 40 days.  We all need that from time to time and church’s year provides for 

that with these 40 days.  I hope that all of you will adopt a Lenten discipline or two during this season that begins on Ash 

Wednesday, March 6.  Perhaps you will: 
 

• Adopt a new pattern of prayer – get up 20 minutes earlier so you can read through a book of the Bible or pray morn-

ing prayer in the silence of the morning or find a prayer pattern that you have not previously experienced and pray it. 
   

• Dwell on Christ and his love for you.  Don’t rush through this but wonder how you can more fully be Christ to oth-

ers and act on it.  Surprises abound.   
 

• Join others for soup at 6 and evening prayer at 7 at church on Wednesdays.  We’ll be reviewing the Small Catechism 

during Evening Prayer as a way to refresh our understanding of the faith.  
 

• Make a habit of serving someone in need – volunteer some time at the nearby hunger center or tutor a child.  Make 

sure you get to know the person you are serving also.  
 

• Mend a broken relationship.  This might be the most difficult of all but you have 40 days to work on it.  Make sure 

you are patient with the other person and ready to accept your part in breaking the relationship.  
 

• Take a long walk each week during Lent and use it as a time to reflect on where you are in your spiritual journey and 

what you need to help you grow in faith and take on Christ.  
 

• Use one of the devotional guides we have in the narthex to guide you through these days.  
 

• You don’t need to do it all; in fact, we have forty days so you can take on one or two Lenten disciplines and go deep 

into your soul during this season.  Getting to know yourself better, connecting more deeply with Christ and his body 

the church, and strengthening your life of prayer and service doesn’t need to be dark and dreary.  It is serious stuff 

but is also deeply fulfilling and life-giving.   

  

Let me know if there is any way I can walk with you during these days of renewal.  May you have a blessed and holy 

Lent.  

 

In Christ,  

Marcus Miller, Interim Pastor   

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers for 
 

Prayers for Members: Lee Tillman, Carla Beaver, Bill 

Roth, Joan Iversen, Gary Salzman, Willie Hudson, , 

Luther Beaver, Suzette Iskander, Louise Walker, The 

Call Committee 
 

Prayers for friends & relatives of members: Gary  

Seifert (friend of the Flock’s), Stephen Garich and the 

family of Brad Auge (extended family of Laurie Street), 

Frances Stevens (Daughter of Bill & Sharon  

Heckman), Woody Barefoot (Sandy Barefoot’s hus-

band), Miller Elizabeth Wiltshire & Riv Wiltshire 

(grandchildren of Paul & Kathy Miller), Marie Gustke 

(Norma Short’s mother), Randy McPherson (friend of 

Andy & Karen Frank), Lukas Traxler (grandson of Jan 

Hamilton), Hal & Nita Gardner (Maia Bottemiller’s 

parents), Grant Geis (Ongoing CIC prayer support) 

Tim Gather & Esther Cooper (brother-in-law and sis-

ter of Eileen Wissell), Katrina Bowman (friend of  

Connie Huwe), Colin Case (friend of Scott & Pat 

Wood), Essam Iskander (Suzette Iskander’s brother), 

Margaret Orendorff (Diana Elsass’ mother), Jean 

Schaefer (Lee Tillman’s sister-in-law), Heidi Holt 

(Anna Roth’s daughter),Mr. & Mrs. Connell (friends of 

Sara Casiday), Tina Von Dohlen (Renate Von Dohlen’s 

daughter), Larry & Linda Smith (friends of Connie 

Huwe), Barbara Williams (friend of Stephanie 

Wheeler) 
 

Prayers for all active duty military personnel and their 

families, first responders and public servants (CIC 

thanks you and continues to pray for you) 
 

The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the 

list. They send out cards letting them know they have been 

prayed for. Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120  

Lay Pastors 
We regularly pray for all those requesting prayer, make 

home visits, and send birthday cards to the congrega-

tion.  Upon request, we distribute communion.  

There are Prayer Request Cards on the counter in the 

Narthex. Also please look for our Lay Pastor Name 

tags.  We want everyone to know CIC cares about 

them and wants them to have a sense of belonging. For 

information please contact Ron Major at (704) 622-

0517 or HunterRon35@hotmail.com.  

Prayer Team 
During communion there is the opportunity for quiet 
reflection and prayer. At times you may want to share 
a prayer with a prayer team member. Two prayer war-
riors will be located at the back of the sanctuary under 
the “Prayer” banners.    

 

Pastoral Transition Update:  
 

 

The Call Committee met with Council on Sunday to inform 

and share our process, prayerful devotion and discernment. 

We shared productive dialogue and asked and answered ques-

tions. We continue to be encouraged with progress and lift 

prayers for this process. Council will meet with our primary 

Pastoral candidate via Skype in the coming week. Thereafter, 

Council and Candidate will discern a recommendation to the 

congregation. We look forward to providing additional up-

dates in the coming weeks.  

 

In Christ, 
 

Scott Brooks, Joan Garn, Susan Kullstam, Karla Lever, 

Angela Poovey, Scott Wood 
 

Please, direct all call process questions to Susan Kullstam or 

Jeff Moen as we move forward.  

jeffrey.moen@electrolux.com or skulls01@me.com. 
 

 

March Grocery Cart 
 

Milk March! Along with our preschool children & families 

in March we will be collecting Individual Boxed Milk – like 

Horizon or  Hershey’s for the Bags of Hope program. This 

program  helps bring hope to children & families of the com-

munity with food insecurities. While you’re grocery shopping 

this month please consider picking up a some shelf stable 

individual boxed milk to help these families. Place in the 

grocery cart in the narthex.  Your generosity continues to 

make a difference in lives of many. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to the children who received the gift 
of Baptism on February 24, 2019 

 

Nora Webb Husn daughter of Jason and Kelly Husn 
 

Margaret Nannette Mrak daughter of  
Daniel and Kaitlin Mrak 

 

Saylor Lynn Salter daughter of Les and Tara Salter 
 

Turner William Wellens son of Michael and Theresa Wellens 



 

 

 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

If you like to knit or crochet - or 

would like to learn how - please 

join us! The group and its activi-

ties are open to all CIC members, friends, and visitors 

regardless of age or ability. Join us and share in the craft-

ing and the fellowship! 
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves God’s 

love and peace into shawls, scarves, hats, and prayer 

cloths that serve as a physical reminders of God’s uncon-

ditional love, support, and presence in our lives.  
 

In March 2019, we will work to replenish our supplies  

of prayer shawls, prayer cloths, as well as hats and 

scarves.  We will also be finalizing our plans for 2019.         
 

This ministry meets every Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 

pm in the CIC small classroom near the Spirit Center.  

Come join us for some fellowship, idea-sharing, and fun! 

For more information, contact Kathy Dutton 

(mamabissy@gmail.com) or  

Diana Elsass (dianaelsass@gmail.com).   
 

March meeting dates: Wednesdays 6, 13, 20 and 27. 
 

 

 
Preschool News 

 
 
 

 

Save the Date!  

Preschool Camp is happening this summer! 
 

June 3-6—It’s a Bugs Life 

July 8-11—Make Sense of Your Senses 

August 3-5—Music & Movement 
 

Registration is happening now! Cost is $130 per session. 

Half due at sign– up. Contact Sharon Fuller or visit the CIC 

website for more information. 
 

For more information about the preschool please contact, 

Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director, at: 

sfuller9564@gmail.com or visit our website communityin-

christ.org. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CIC Card Ministry 
 

The CIC Card Ministry is a group that prayerfully creates 

cards that serve as a physical reminder of God’s love, sup-

port and presence in our lives. 
 

Why not check out a Card Ministry Meeting? No expe-

rience necessary! Our meetings this month will be Tuesday, 

March 12th at 2:00 pm and Tuesday, March 26th at 6:30 pm.  

All are welcome! Our meetings take place in classroom #1. 
 

If you have questions or need more info, please contact 

Kathy Shugarman at shugs02@gmail.com, 940-300-2290 

or Anne Randolph at arand86@bellsouth.net.  

 

Sunday School News 
 

When a child is baptized, one of the 

promises that parents make is to provide 

for their child’s instruction in the faith and to provide 

them with the opportunity to participate in Holy Com-

munion.  Community In Christ is offering First Com-

munion classes to all baptized children in 2nd grade or 

older. 
 

Our classes will start March 31st at 3 pm.  Pastor Miller 

will emphasize the biblical basis for Holy Communion, 

encourage conversation and introduce a deep sacramen-

tal understanding.  As part of our learning together, each 

student will help with the making of bread and partici-

pate in a Seder meal.  They will receive first communion 

at the Maundy Thursday service, April 18th at 7 pm. 
 

There is always room for more at the Lord’s Table. To 

register for first communion classes fill out the form lo-

cated on the church’s website, under Youth tab click on 

Children’s Ministry.  First Communion registration will 

be on the right hand side under Forms. Please let Jill 

Brooks or Pastor Miller know if you have any questions.  

Jill Brooks (jlkbrooks@gmail.com) and Barb Flanders 

(barbflanders@att.net) will be your new contacts for 

Sunday School/Children Ministries.  

 

Vacation Bible School!!! 
 

Remember how much fun you had at Vacation Bible 

School as a child?  A friend that you made at VBS?  A new 

song you learned at VBS, that you continue to sing today?  

We think it’s important that our children and children in our 

community have those same experiences and memories. 

Our Church council is looking for one or two people to 

chair VBS this summer.  If interested please talk with 

Kathy Shugarman Sunday morning or contact her at 

shugs02@gmail.com or 940-300-2290. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/portals/12/CHURCH/KnitCrochetPray.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/Ministries/AdultCaringMinistries/tabid/3668/Default.aspx&h=212&w=426&tbnid=FJONTvhjv2Hf3M:&zoom=1&docid=7trzqCdCufiCy


 

 

 

Women’s Ministries 
 

WELCA: “Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA” all women in the congregation 

are members. There is no entry or membership fee and all 

women are invited to attend any or all events.  
 

• March 11th meeting 

• April 8th – out to dinner 

• May 13th meeting 
 

The March 11th meeting will be held in the Adult Bible 

Study Room, across from the Fellowship Hall at 7 pm. 

Following the short business meeting , Bertie Steely will be 

the study leader, the study will be taken from the recent 

“Gathering Magazine”. We will conclude with refreshment 

provided by Joan Garn. 
 

Angel’s & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen: We continue to vol-

unteer at the Angels & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen in 2019. 

Our volunteer time is any month that has a fifth Monday. 

The dates for 2019 are: April 29th, July 29th, September 30th, 

and December 30th. 
 

Box Tops For Education: We are collecting Box Tops and 

send them to the Crossnore School and Children’s Home. 

They can be placed on the WELCA board in the Fellowship 

Hall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy Times Group  

 

Happy Times is open to all ages. We especially invite 

new members and visitors. Come and enjoy good food, 

fellowship and fun! Anna Roth and Jan Hamilton will 

host our March Luncheon to be held at Midtown Sun-

dries located at 7296 NC Highway 73, Denver, N. C. 

28037 at 11:30 am  on March 20th. Sign-up sheets are 

in the narthex and in the fellowship hall. Invite your 

friends! 
 

For more information about the luncheon or our group, 

contact Ron Major at 704-622-0517 

or HunterRon35@hotmail.com.  
 

Flower Ministry 
 

If you would like to sponsor flowers for the sanctuary, 

please sign up on the chart in the Fellowship Hall. This is a 

great way to honor a loved one, celebrate a milestone in 

someone’s life or show Glory to God. The cost is $50 for 2 

vases. You can take the flowers home after services on Sun-

day if you wish (please return the plastic cup they come in) 

to enjoy in your home. 

Men’s January Fellowship Opportunities:  
 

Men’s Ministry Shelter Outreach: Thursday, March 

7th, 6 pm to 8:30 pm. We are sponsoring a dinner for 

Habitat approximately15 student volunteers (Collegiate 

Challenge) from the University of the Sciences, PA. 

We plan to serve chili, soups (vegetarian and/or GF), 

salads bread, and desserts. In addition, we will need set

-up and clean-up volunteers. Last year, it was a great 

fellowship night to get to know the young women and 

men’s stories. There is a Sign-up genius link or contact 

Lars Kullstam at lkulls@me.com. 
 

Men’s Ministry Monthly Fellowship: Thursday, Feb-

ruary 28th 7-9 pm. Host is Ron Gomilla at 10321  

Tallent Lane, Huntersville NC 28078. (704) 650-8189. 

Chris Spano will bring the devotion and a fellowship. 

Light appetizers served. * Note: March will not have a 

Monthly Fellowship as we have our Spring Retreat. 
 

Men’s Aspen Group: bi-weekly at Starbucks 9832 

Gilead Road, Huntersville, NC 28078 (Exit 23), 5:45 

am to 6.30 am. Get your day started off right!  

Tuesday; March 5th and 19th 
 

Men’s Retreat: The men of CIC are invited to attend a 

Spring Retreat, March 22-24, 2019 at Lutherock locat-

ed on the south slope of Sugar Mountain near Boone, 

North Carolina on 750 acres. It's gonna sell-out 

so reserve your spot! Sign-up Genius on the Men’s 

CIC web page. Just 5 spots left. Contacts Lars Kull-

stam at lkulls@me.com or Justin Cunningham 

at justindcunningham@gmail.com 

  

 

CIC Softball Team 
 

Great news - the team is starting to round out but we are still 

in need of players. If you (male or female over the age of 16 

by December 31, 2019) have any desire (I didn't say skills) 

to join in some fellowship and fun on the ball diamond, We 

would love to have you!  Our first game is Sunday March 

17th (time TBD).  We play on Sunday's at North Meck Park 

off of Old Statesville Road at either 2:00, 3:00 or 4:00.   
 

We practice and loosen up and get into the "swing" of things 

on Saturday’s at 10:00 at Torrance Creek School on Ransom 

Road (weather permitting).  
 

Want to play? Drop me a line at p.k.miller1@gmail.com or 

give me a call at 614-679-2640.   



 

 

 
 

From the Finance Team:   
 

 

CIC Ministry Plan    Jul18-Jun19  Budget    Jul18-Jan19 Actual     % of Budget  

Revenue       

Revenue      $585,359     $324,982    56% 

Operating Budget offerings       

Other Revenue      $166,516     $108,646    65% 

Facility Usage, Preschool tuition and fees, Bank interest       

Total Revenues      $751,875     $433,628    58% 

       

Expenses       

Worship      $   3,050     $   2,237    73% 

altar supplies, devotionals, substitute pastors       

Witness       $    5,025     $   1,341    27% 

offering envelopes, family life, evangelism, giving garden       

Serve       $  58,536     $  32,154    55% 

synod benevolence       

Administration      $  46,728     $  24,241    52% 

computer software, copier lease, insurance, internet, postage, office supplies, telephone, payroll service, credit card fees

       

Mortgage      $  92,196     $  53,781    58% 

principal and interest on mortgage       

Property      $  57,249     $  33,251    58% 

building maintenance, janitorial services, utilities, lawn care, fire/security alarms, exterminating, floor/carpet cleaning 

       

Staff       $445,258     $221,849    50% 

salaries, taxes, and benefits for four full-time and two part-time employees; staff development (partially offset by desig-

nated giving in 2016-2017)       

Montagnard Mission     $    3,500     $    1,307    37% 

salary for one part-time employee, stipends, activities (expenses are offset by grants and designated giving)  

     

Music Ministries     $    7,555     $   2,919    39% 

guest artists, music for choirs, copyright fees       

Youth Ministries     $  19,175     $    5,340    28% 

youth mission trips, retreats, activities; 2017-2018 and 2018-2019: also includes Sunday school, campfirmation   

     

Preschool      $  13,585     $    7,704    57% 

activities, supplies, maintenance        

 

Total Expenses      $751,857     $386,124    51% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note that announcements for the bulletin, newsletter and facebook pages are for church related items 
only. Anything non-related to the church will be deleted. Thank you for adhering to this policy. 



 

 

March 2019 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9am-Coffee Time 
9:30am-Worship 
9:30am-Children’s S.S. 
9:30am-Adult S.S. 
10:30am-Coffe Time 
11am-Worship 
11am-Adult S.S. 
 

*Every Sunday unless  
otherwise noted 

___________________ 
 

    1 
7pm-A.A. 

2 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

3 
3pm-Children’s Choir 

4 
9:05am-
Preschool 
7pm-A.A. 
 

5 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible   
               Study 
6:30pm-O.A. 
 

6 
9:05am-Preschool 
12pm-Ash Wednes-
day Worship 
1:30pm-Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
6:30pm-A.A. 
7pm-Ash Wednesday 
Worship 
7:45pm-Adult Choir 

7 
9:05am-Preschool 
6pm-Habitat Col-
legiate Dinner 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
book study 
 
 

8 
7pm-A.A. 
 

9 
8am-A.A. 
11am-G.S.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

10 
3pm-Children’s Choir 

11 
9:05am-
Preschool 
7pm-WELCA  
7pm-A.A. 

12 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible     
                Study 
11:45am-Lay 
Pastor Meeting 
2pm-Card Minis-
try 
6:30pm-O. A. 
 

13 
9:05am-Preschool 
1:30pm-Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
6:30pm-A.A. 
6pm-Soup Supper 
7pm-Lenten Worship 
7:45pm-Adult Choir 
 

14 
9:05am-Preschool 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
Book Study 
6:30pm-Robbins 
Park H.O.A. mtg 

15 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

17 
3pm-Children’s Choir 

18 
9:05am-
Preschool 
7pm-A.A. 
 

19 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible 
Study 
6:30pm-O.A. 
 

20 
9:05am-Preschool 
11:30am-Happy 
Times Lunch @ Mid-
town Sundries 
1:30pm-Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
6:30pm-A.A. 
6pm-Soup Supper 
7pm-Lenten Worship 
7pm-Finance Com-
mittee Meeting 
7:45pm-Adult Choir 
 

21 
9:05am-Preschool 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
7:15pm-Preschool 
Board Meeting 

22 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 

 

23 
8am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

24 
3pm-Children’s Choir 
 
 
 
___________________ 

31 
12:15pm-Council Mtg 
2pm-First Communion 
Class 
3pm-Children’s Choir 

25 
9:05am-
Preschool 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 

26 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible 
Study 
6:30pm-Card 
Ministry 
6:30pm-O.A. 

 
 

27 
9:05am-Preschool 
1:30pm-Prayer Shawl 
Ministry 
6:30pm-A.A. 
6pm-Soup Supper 
7pm-Lenten Worship 
7:45pm-Adult Choir 

 
 
 

28 
9:05am-Preschool 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
 

29 
7pm-A.A. 

30 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 



 

 

Community In Christ 
Lutheran Church 
7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 

73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team 
Leaders 
Jeff Moen (VP)  Youth  
Patricia Maruna (Secretary) Adult Faith Formation (Mark Myers)   
Justin Shingleton  Family Life       
Shari Gomilla  Finance  (Colleen Karpovitz) 
Marci Winegrad   Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Connie White                   Outreach  (Kathy Dutton) 
Mark Myers  Property  (Stephanie Wheeler) 
Kathy Shugarman  Stewardship (Marci Winegrad) 
   Support Staff  (Kathy Shugarman)  
   Worship & Music  
   Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
   Health Ministry (Penny Zimmerman) 
   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  
   Inviting Ministries (Carol Swing) 
     
Staff 
Pastor, Marcus Miller                        (pastormiller@communityinchrist.net) 
Office Administrator,      
 Stephanie Wheeler          (swheeler@communityinchrist.net)  
Music Director, Sandy Barefoot                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                        (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 
Finance - Collen Karpovitz                                (ckarpovitz@cox.net) 
Director of Inviting Ministries 
 Carol Swing                 (carol@communityinchrist.net) 

      US Postage Paid 
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If you have information you want in the bulletin, 
please have it in writing in the Church Office no 
later than 10:00 AM on Thursdays. For infor-
mation to be in the newsletter, please submit it to 
the church office in writing no later than 1:00 PM 
on the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
Please contact Stephanie at: 704-892-0120 or 
swheeler@communityinchrist.net   

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-
tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 
up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 
please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 
black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-
clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 
sign up for e-mails at our website. 
www.communityinchrist.net 


