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 Advent & Christmas Services 

 

Wednesday Evening Advent Soup Suppers 

December 5, 12 & 19 

6:00 pm Supper—7:00 pm Worship 
 

Anyone wishing to bring a soup or dinner item, there is a  

sign-up genius list at  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a094ba8af2fa46-cicadvent 

 or sign-up on the sheet at the welcome table in the narthex. 

 

 

Sunday, December 23rd 
 

Worship at 9:30 am & 11:00 am 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 am 

Adult Sunday School at 9:30 & 11:00 am 

Christmas Caroling 5:00 pm 
 

 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

3:00 pm—Family Friendly 

5:00 pm & 7:00 pm—Candlelight Worship 

 

Sunday, December 30th 

1 Service at 10:00 am 

 

 



 

 

 
 
From the Pastor’s Desk……… 
 
 
 

 
Dear Community in Christ, 
 

A blessed Advent to you.   
 

I have probably written those words a hundred times over the years:  as greetings in newsletters, at the close of formal 

letters, as a wish to people during these days of preparation, and in many other ways.  I wonder as I see those words 

then:  what exactly does a blessed Advent look like and what am I wishing people when I say or write those words?  I 

think I’d like to use the following lines to write about what I think those words mean.  
 

I hope Advent is a time for you to pray together with family and with your church family.  We will focus on the meaning 

of Advent in our Sunday worship and on Wednesdays (December 5, 12, 19) we’ll gather for soup at 6 and evening pray-

er at 7.  Evening prayer is a quiet, meditative, reflective prayer service that is rooted in prayers that go back centuries in 

the church.  We’ve asked a few people to offer a reflection on how they prepare for Christmas, we will hear Scripture 

and attend to some quiet time together as we gather around a candle and the reading desk.  I hope you will join us for as 

many of these prayer services as possible. 
 

I hope each of you have some time to reflect on what it means for you to know that God sent Christ to redeem you, to 

exhibit God’s love for you, to share the very heart of God with you and the world.  As you make your list of gifts for the 

season, I hope you’ll take advantage of the many options we have to share our blessings with others.  If you are looking 

for somewhere to make a difference, you may want to look at the ELCA website (www.elca.org) for ideas:  Lutheran 

Disaster Relief, the ELCA Hunger Appeal, Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service, and 

many others.   
 

I hope you have a chance to hear and sing some wonderful music.  The cantata at church, the various concerts in the 

community, the radio, or your favorite CD are great options to hear the sounds of the season.  The great hymns of Ad-

vent are a source of joy and thanksgiving.  If you arrive early for worship, you might want to look at the Advent hymns 

in our hymnbook and read the words of a hymn or two as you prepare for worship.  
 

I hope you have a chance to make a new friend this Advent season – maybe someone with whom you might not readily 

associate.   Perhaps you can ask her or him how they observe Advent and Christmas or if they are not Christian what 

they do during this season of preparation.  It might even be a chance to tell someone else about the hope that you and I 

have in Christ.  
 

Well, there is my list.  What about you?  What does a ‘blessed Advent’ mean for you?  I’d like to hear from you, so feel 

free to email me, tell me after worship some Sunday, or give me a call.  The more I hear from you, the more I think that I 

can serve you as interim pastor.   
 

Let’s also be in prayer for our call committee this month as they begin a series of interviews with candidates for pastor 

of this congregation.  They are diligent and faithful in their work and you are blessed to have them as your call commit-

tee.  

 

A joyful Advent to you (now what exactly does that mean?), 

Pastor Marcus Miller  



 

 

Prayers for 
Prayers for Members: Marilyn Tillman, Lee Tillman,  

Carla Beaver, Bill Roth, Suzette Iskander, Mildred  

Edwards, Judy Binch, John Tauer, Joyce Phelps,  

Martin Cuthbertson, Bob Shugarman, Louise Walker, 

Donna Hayes 

Prayers for friends & relatives of members: Carole 

Burton (Kathy Shugarman’s mom), Susie Langford 

(friend of Beth Carroll), Betty Hanrette (friend of  

Ginny Tauer), Chris Shaw (friend of Joanne  

McCarthy), Torina Cook (friend of Sharon Waytes), 

Willie Meissner (Anna Roth’s brother in Germany), 

Tina Von Dohlen (Renate Von Dohlen’s daughter), 

Anton Nicolich, Gisele Nicolich and Anthony Peranich 

(Ginny Tauer’s brother, sister-in-law and nephew), 

Shirley Holtz, Jonathan Vivar (friends of Scott & Jill 

Brooks), Katrina Bowman (friend of Connie Huwe), 

Mary Huwe (Connie Huwe’s mom), Maggie & Trina 

(niece & friend of the Jaszewski’s), Larry Stowe, David 

Stowe, (friends of Steve & Carol Swing), McKenna 

Woodhead (friend of Jill Flanders), Linda King (friend 

of Chris Spano), Sophia Schatz, Avis Channing;  

Barbara Balodimos (friend of Ashley Rector), Janet 

Williams (Tammy Lynch’s mother), Erin Hoover 

(friend of the Horna’s), Tim Zimmerman (friend of  

Trina Loomis), Doug Eisele (Becca Shingleton’s dad), 

Dee Bechtel (Deborah Blackwell’s mother), Randy 

McPherson (friend of Karen & Adny frank), Gary  

Seifert ( friend of Mike & Christine Flock) 
The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the 

list. They send out cards letting them know they have been 

prayed for. Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120  

Lay Pastors 
We regularly pray for all those requesting prayer, make 

home visits, and send birthday cards to the congrega-

tion.  Upon request, we distribute communion.  

There are Prayer Request Cards on the counter in the 

Narthex. Also please look for our Lay Pastor Name 

tags.  We want everyone to know CIC cares about 

them and wants them to have a sense of belonging. For 

information please contact Ron Major at (704) 622-

0517 or HunterRon35@hotmail.com.  

Prayer Team 
 

The CIC Prayer Team is available during the service 

on Sundays. There will be two prayer teams located at 

the back of the sanctuary during communion. Each 

prayer team will be available for confidential, individu-

al prayers of hope, healing and thanksgiving. If you are 

interested in joining the prayer team contact Carol 

Swing at carol@communityinchrist.net.  

Flower Ministry 
 

If you would like to sponsor flowers for the sanctuary, please 

sign up on the chart in the Fellowship Hall. This is a great 

way to honor a loved one, celebrate a milestone in someone’s 

life or show Glory to God. The cost is $50 for 2 vases. You 

can take the flowers home after services on Sunday if you 

wish (please return the plastic cup they come in) to enjoy in 

your home. 

 

Pastoral Transition Update:  
 

We have interviews with all of our candidates beginning 

12/2.  We will complete our initial conversations on 

12/18.  We are pleased with the progress we’ve made and the 

Call committee teamwork. We have let the Holy Spirit lead 

us along with the Synod personnel and are very encouraged.   
 

Feel free to direct all call process questions to Susan Kullstam 

or Jeff Moen as we move forward. 
 

skulls01@me.com or jeffrey.moen@electrolux.com 

rey.moen@electrolux.com 

skulls01@me.com 

Getting Connected at CIC 
 

Are you looking for a way to serve at Community In Christ? 

Are you looking for connections or resources? Contact Carol 

Swing at carol@communityinchrist.net.  
 

There are many ministries that would welcome new involve-

ment and there does not need to be long term  commitments.  

No one person is called to do everything but we are all called 

to do something. These are a few of the current opportunities: 
 

Ushers / Communion Assistants  Coffee Cart 

Outreach    Small Groups 

Property    Family Life 

Nursery     Bread Bakers 
 

We are currently looking for leaders for the Family Life,  

Ushers & Communion Assistants, Coffee Cart & Bread  

Baking Ministries. If you are interested in this please contact 

Carol Swing for more information. 

December Grocery Cart 
 

Thank you for continuing to generously fill the grocery cart in 

the Narthex every month.  What a wonderful way to make a 

difference in the lives of our neighbors in need.  During the 

month of December we will be filling the cart with 

our favorite Non Perishable Holiday food items (please no 

glass bottles or jars). While you’re  picking up a few things 

for your special holiday celebrations please consider picking 

up a little extra for our grocery cart.   



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

If you like to knit or crochet - or would like to learn how - 

please join us!  The group and its activities are open to all 

CIC members, friends, and visitors regardless of age or 

ability. Join us and share in the crafting and the fellow-

ship! 
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves God’s 

love and peace into shawls, scarves, hats, and prayer 

cloths that serve as a physical reminders of God’s uncon-

ditional love, support, and presence in our lives.  
 

This month we will be finishing up scarf/hat sets for the 

homeless and others in need to help them get through the 

cold winter months.  We also have a new “stash” of yarn 

for shawls and lap blankets! This ministry meets every 

Wednesday afternoon at 1:30 pm in the CIC small class-

room near the Spirit Center.  For more information, con-

tact Kathy Dutton at mamabissy@gmail.com) or Diana 

Elsass at (dianaelsass@gmail.com).   
 

Dec. meeting dates: Wednesdays 5, 12 and 19. 
 

Merry Christmas to all! 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Preschool News 

 
 
 

An easy way to help out the preschool is by using your VIC 

Card at Harris Teeter. Ask the cashier to link your card to 

5638. You can link up to five schools! It’s an easy way to 

support the preschool here as well as your children’s and/or 

grandchildren’s schools. 
 

As a way for the children & families of the preschool to 

help bring hope to children & families of the community 

with food insecurities, CIC Preschool is partnering with 

Bags of Hope - Food for Kids - Hope for Families. Visit 

Bagsofhopelkn.com for more information on this organiza-

tion. For the month of December we will be collecting  

favorite holiday non-perishable sides (please no glass jars). 
 

For more information about the preschool please contact, 

Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director, at: 

sfuller9564@gmail.com or visit our website communityin-

christ.org. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CIC Card Ministry 
 

Have you noticed the beautiful Christmas cards, gift card 

holders and gift tags for sale in the Narthex?  They will be 

on sale through the 16th and proceeds from this sale goes to 

buying supplies for the card ministry so that we can contin-

ue to make cards that are a physical reminder of God’s 

love, support and presence in our lives.  
 

The card ministry will be meeting once this month on 

Tuesday, December 11th, at 2:00 pm. We will make a card 

and then do some Christmas celebrating.  Please bring an 

appetizer or dessert to share.  All are welcome to join us. 

No experience necessary! Questions? Contact Kathy 

Shugarman at 940-300-2290 or shugs02@gmail.com, or 

Anne Randolph at 704-596-3168 or  

arand86@bellsouth.net. 

 

Hello Women of CIC! 

 It is time once again for our  

Annual Christmas Party!  

 

This year’s festivities will be at the 

home of Shari Gomilla. Wear your 

favorite Christmas socks, invite a 

friend, bring an appetizer or dessert to share, and bring 

that “just right” White Elephant gift to exchange (spend 

no more than $10 or let it be free by bringing something 

you have at home). This year there will be a trivia con-

test with prizes for the winners!  I know some of you are 

already scheming so get your Christmas Thrills in order 

and plan on attending.  

• Mark your calendar for Friday, December 7th at 7:00 

PM.  Shari’s address is: 10321 Tallent Lane,     

Huntersville, NC  28078 (Hamptons neighborhood) 

• You have three ways to RSVP to make things easy.  

RSVP via Facebook (Community In Christ), or to 

Shari Gomilla (srgomilla@bellsouth.net) or to Carol 

Swing (carol@communityinchrist.net). 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/portals/12/CHURCH/KnitCrochetPray.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/Ministries/AdultCaringMinistries/tabid/3668/Default.aspx&h=212&w=426&tbnid=FJONTvhjv2Hf3M:&zoom=1&docid=7trzqCdCufiCy


 

 

 

 
Women’s Ministries 

 

WELCA: “Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN 

CHURCH IN AMERICA” all women in the congregation 

are members. There is no entry or membership fee and all 

women are invited to attend any or all events.  

 

WELCA CHRISTMAS PARTY: Monday, December 10th, 

at 6:30 pm in the Fellowship hall. All women are invited to 

attend. Bring an appetizer or desert to share 

WE WILL BE PLAYING BINGO----PRIZES WILL BE 

GIFT CARDS TO HARRIS TEETER AND PUBLIX 
 

Changes have been made to our schedule in hopes  
of increasing interest: 

 

• December 10th – Christmas Party @ 6:30 pm 

• January 14th – meeting @7 pm, Bertie Steely, study 

leader, Joan Garn, hostess. 

• February 11th – out to dinner 

• March 11th meeting 

• April 8th – out to dinner 

• May 13th meeting 
 

Angel’s & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen: We continue to vol-

unteer at the Angels & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen in 2018. 

Our remaining date to work is December 31st. 
 

Box Tops For Education: We are collecting Box Tops and 

send them to the Crossnore School and Children’s Home. 

They can be placed on the WELCA board in the Fellowship 

Hall or given to Louise Walker. 
 

Please contact Laverne Waskielis @ 704-576-8675 with 

questions or for more information about any of the events 

listed above.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Happy Times Group Christmas Party! 
 

This is our largest event of the year! Our Happy 

Times Christmas party will be hosted by Laverene 

Waskielis.  
 

We will meet on Wednesday, December 19th, at 11:30 

am, at JOEY'S FINE FOODS located at 7913 Natalie 

Commons Drive, Denver. (Tel 704-489-4100).  
   

This is the same location as last Christmas.  We will 

have a large private room, complete with two Video 

Fireplaces. Great service, delicious food, and even bet-

ter great fellowship! This will be our largest attended 

event. Please sign up on or before December 16th. The 

Sign up sheet is in the Narthex on the counter, there is  

also one on the bulletin board in the fellowship hall. 

Everyone is welcome!  
   

Contact Ron Major at 704-622-0517 or  

HunterRon35@hotmail.com.  

 
Outreach Opportunity for December 

 

LSC Stocking Stuffer Drive: CIC is holding a gift 

collection drive for the children of families served by 

the LSC (Lutheran Services Carolinas) Supportive 

Housing program in Charlotte. These formerly home-

less families are now on the path to home ownership 

through the guidance of LSC. Since many of these 

children will not receive many, if any, gifts on Christ-

mas morning, CIC is partnering with other Lutheran 

churches in the area to provide these children with a 

little Christmas joy.   
 

How to participate: Purchase one or more inexpen-

sive “stocking stuffer type” gifts and return the gifts to 

the CIC Narthex and place them in the container la-

beled  “LSC STOCKING STUFFER DRIVE” by Sun-

day, December 9. Direct any questions about this pro-

gram to Heidi Rixman at HRixman@lscarolinas.net.   

Appropriate gifts for this collection drive include items 

such as: 
 

Socks, Playing cards, Mittens, Crayons, Pencils, Gum 

(sugar free), Cars (e.g., Hot Wheels), Stickers, Candy 

Small Toys (“Dollar Store”), Coloring book, etc. 

 
 
 

Men’s ministry upcoming events: 
 

Men mark your calendars!  
 

Save the Date! Men’s Retreat!  
 

The men of CIC are invited to attend a Spring Retreat, 

March 22-24, 2019 at Lutherock just outside of Asheville, 

NC. Keep watch for more details.  

 

Contact Lars Kullstam at lkulls@me.com or  

Justin Cunningham at justindcunningham@gmail.com. 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

New Members Received on December 2nd 
 

Please make welcome the following families who are joining our Community In Christ Family. 
 

Jim Carney: I was born in Newport, RI. Baptized in the Roman Catholic Church and 

educated in a Catholic elementary school. I broke from the church but continued to prac-

tice Christian values. I’m a service-oriented person, enlisted in the U.S. Army after high 

school and remained for six and a half years. I returned to RI and taught myself computer 

science. I obtained my Amateur Radio (HAM Radio) license and launched back into pub-

lic service volunteering radio services to the Red Cross.  I started a career in computer 

systems management and moved to central Connecticut. I continued my public service by 

volunteering with the municipal Emergency Management Offices of several towns in cen-

tral Connecticut, while continuing to support charitable organizations through HAM ra-

dio. I moved to Huntersville in June of this year to find work. Thanks to my sister and 

brother-in-law, Colleen and Tom Karpovitz, I had a place to live until I could get back on 

my feet. I'm an enthusiastic cook, a modest woodworker, and general technologist. Recently, I've been assisting with the 

technologies used to enhance the weekly services at CIC. I'm grateful to have found such a welcoming and loving family 

in CIC to help me enhance my faith and that I can serve with to improve the lives of the members of the community. 

 

 

Craig, Lynnette & Savannah Fine: We have been married 19 years. What started as a 

blind date has become a wonderful partnership and adventure with my best friend. 

I am from Maryland and attended North Carolina Central University in Durham. Craig is 

from New York attended Wagner College and New York University.  

Craig served in the Military as a US Marine, in the Army National Guard, and a private 

contractor, and as a French Foreign Legionnaire for 5 years. He has been law enforcement 

with Mecklenburg and Lincoln county, and the State of North Carolina. He retired after 

25 years in US military service. Now he drives a truck, and he’s bored. He loves it!! 

Savannah adopted the two of us just 6 years ago from Uganda. She is our miracle child. 

We are so very blessed to have her as a part of our family.  

 

 

 

The Loomis Family: My name is Dave Loomis and I was born and raised in a small 

town on the coast of Maine. My wife Trina was born in Idaho but moved back east early 

on to spend most of her childhood living on the coast just outside of Myrtle Beach, SC. 

We met in Newark New Jersey in the summer of 2009 while working for different air-

lines both based at the Newark Liberty International Airport. I was a pilot for a smaller 

regional airline and Trina was a flight attendant for Continental Airlines. As airline em-

ployees, we took full advantage of our ability to fly for free and started our life together 

spending our days off jetting to all sorts of wonderful places around the world from Lis-

bon to Tokyo. We were married in 2011 and in 2012, shortly after the arrival of our first 

child Jackson, we moved to the Charlotte area to settle down. Currently, I am pilot for 

American Airlines based here in Charlotte, and Trina is a full-time mom and sales stylist 

for Stella & Dot. Jackson is now six and has a four-year-old sister, Sofie, who attends 

preschool here at CIC, and Charlie is just about to turn two. We have been so over-

whelmed by the kindness and generosity of the people here at CIC and we are excited to  

             join the wonderful community and congregation we have found here. 



 

 

 
 

The Montagnard Tutoring Program 
 

The Monday Night Tutoring Program is having a great 

year.  We are up to 18 students and tutors. We are so grate-

ful to CIC for your support. Thanks to your donations and 

volunteerism each Monday night the halls of AMF are 

filled with the sounds of  learning and laughter.  Last week 

the students created grateful gift bags for AMF to thank 

them for giving us a place to meet every week. We will be 

having our Christmas celebration on Dec. 17th. We will be 

putting together Christmas baskets of goodies to take to the 

homebound members of AMF.  We will also enjoy some 

yummy baked goods, play some games and make some 

Nativity scenes as gifts for their families.  
 

The Montagnard families do not traditionally celebrate 

Christmas as Westerners do. Their focus is on the birth of 

Jesus; with church services and fellowship at the center of 

their festivities. Santa Claus is not a part of their holiday 

and gifts are rare.  
       

The tutoring program however does present the children 

with gift cards. Typically they are given to the parents to 

be used for food and household needs. We would greatly 

appreciate any monetary donations you could make to-

ward this effort. Checks or cash should be given to the 

office by Dec 10th. Thank you so much for your continued 

support. Have a very merry Christmas!! 

 

The Montagnard Mission 
 

Every Sunday night the Montagnard youth, middle school 

through college, meet to share a meal and worship togeth-

er. The current area of study is a question and answer 

theme with discussion topics being generated by the stu-

dents. Jamie and Kim do an awesome job facilitating the 

small group discussions. We are excited to see ten of our 

Montagnard students join the CIC youth on the Winter Re-

treat in January. We are grateful for the prayers and sup-

port that CIC gives us. Have a wonderful holiday! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Caroling 
 

Join Community In Christ members and friends on  

December 23rd for our annual Christmas Caroling. We 

will gather together to bring some Christmas Joy to 

those Community In Christ members who are home-

bound, in nursing homes or otherwise “transportation 

constrained.” Song booklets will be distributed to all, so 

plan on meeting in the church parking lot at 5:00 pm on 

December 23rd to organize carpool routes. Plan on car-

oling until about 7:30 pm. After we will then go to a lo-

cal restaurant to enjoy some snacks/dinner. CIC mem-

bers and friends of all ages are welcome to participate!  

Questions? Contact Tim Nohr at tnohr@roadrunner.com 

or Carol Swing at carol@communityinchrist.net. 

 

Order your Christmas  
Poinsettia!  

 

Order forms are available in the 
narthex and will be in the bulletin 
also. The price per plant this year 
will be $7.50 and will be available 
to take home after service on 
Christmas Eve. 

 
Usher and Communion Assistant  

Appreciation Event  
 

On January 6th we will have an Usher and Communion 

Assistant Appreciation BBQ luncheon following the late 

service. If you currently serve, have served in the past, 

or would like to serve in the future as an Usher or Com-

munion Assistant, join us. 
 

There will be a very brief training/informational update, 

followed by food and fellowship. Again, if you serve or 

would like to - Please Come! 
 

RSVP to Bob Liljefors, Tim Nohr or Gary Samuelson by 

12/31 and thanks to Thrivent Financial for sponsoring 

this event. 

 

rpliljefors@att.net 

tnohr@roadrunner.com 

Gary.samuelson@thrivent.com 
 



 

 

The season of Advent is upon us and as the church we wait in expectation for the 

birth of our Hope and Savior the birth of Christ, This year, I want to extend an invi-

tation to you and your family to be intentional as a family to prepare for the birth of 

Christ. What does this mean for you and your family? How can you as a family set 

aside time to be intentional to think on and prepare for the arrival of our King? Join 

us this month for soup suppers and prayer on at 6:00 PM Wednesday nights during 

the month of December. You can also find other ways to engage in the life of the 

church listed below. Blessings and Grace, Deandre Dukes 

 

 

Sunday, December 9th at 4 pm: Join us for our Children’s Christmas Pageant followed with 

cookies and punch. 

 

Sunday School Teacher Schedule: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JAMS will not meet for the month of December. We will resume January 16th. Students are 

invited to attend the annual Youth Christmas party on December 19th following the Advent 

service. We will gather in the Fellowship hall for games and hot chocolate. Students should 

bring a $10 gift for White Elephant. We are asking parents to provide desserts and sodas. 

You can sign up on signup genius. 

 

 
 

Service Acolyte and Crucifer Schedule 
A: Acolyte C: Crucifer 

For the month of December, we will gather at 6:00 for Soup suppers and 

small group time, followed by the Advent service at 7:00 pm. 

 

 

 

 

  Frolic Prek-K 1st-2nd 3rd-5th 

Sunday, Dec 2nd Emily Cunningham Barb Flanders Annika Kullstam & 
Macy Rixman 

Angela Poovey 

Sunday, Dec 9th Barb Flanders Kady English Megan Finlay Jane Nohr 

Sunday, Dec 16th Annika Kullstam & 
Macy Rixman 

Kristen Clement Pam Spano Allen Poovey 

Sunday, Dec 23rd Barb Flanders Austin Dameron Jill Brooks Deandre 

Sunday, Dec 30th Annika Kullstam and 
Macy Rixman 

Austin Dameron Barb Flanders Deandre 

Date of Worship 9:30 Worship Service 11:00 AM Worship Service 

Sunday, Dec 2nd A: Julian B         C: Cade Poovey A: Cole Moore     C: Ellie Larson 

Wednesday Dec 5th A: Madelyn A    C: Riley Wantland   

Sunday, Dec 9th A: Heather L      C: Thomas Shingleton A: Marshall           C: Jonathan 
      Blackwell             McNellis                                            

Wednesday, Dec 12th A: Macy Rixman    C: Audrey K   

Sunday, December 16th A: Savannah Fine   C: Audrey K A: Cade Poovey    C: Marshall  
                                    Blackwell 

Wednesday, Dec 20th A: Annika Kullstam: C: Macy Rixman   

Sunday, Dec 23rd A: Juliann Boggiano  C: Audrey K  

Monday, Dec 24th 3:00 PM 
                              5:00 PM 
                              7:00 PM 

A: John Rhodes Jr.        C: Thomas S. 
A: Jacob Canady.          C: Blake  
                                           Dibenedictis 
A: Annika Kullstam      C: Macy  
                                          Rixman 

  

Sunday, Dec 30th   10:00 AM  A: Jonathan McNellis   C: Savannah  
                                            Fine 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School students are invited to gather with their small group and small group leader around the table on Wednes-

day nights at 6:00 PM during the season of Advent as we prepare our hearts to celebrate the birth and life of our sav-

ior, Jesus Christ.  
 

Jesus has a sense of humor. His jokes aren’t cruel, but foster life, allowing us to better appreciate peculiar things with 

fresh perspective. In our effort to present profound aspects of Christianity and the cross, sometimes we overlook     

Jesus’ joy and humor, which make his grace even more amazing. 

 

Throughout this three-lesson series, students will discover that Jesus is full of improvisation, inside jokes, and obser-

vational humor, leading to riotous punch lines for our lives. Students will use the metaphor of stand-up comedy and 

some of Jesus’ unique sayings to uncover the gift of laughter in their spiritual journeys. 

 

Table of Contents  

Lesson 1: Punch Lines and Improvisation (Mark 10:17-31) 

Lesson 2: Inside Jokes (Matthew 15:14 and 23:24) 

Lesson 3: Observational Comedy (Matthew 4:18-22) 

 

Wednesday, December 19th - Annual Youth Christmas party following the Advent service. We will gather in the Fel-

lowship hall for games and hot chocolate. Students should bring a $10 gift for White Elephant. We are asking parents 

to provide desserts and sodas. You can sign up using signup genius.  



 

 

Music Notes 
 

Well, ‘tis the season, and what a beautiful time of year! During Advent we meditate and reflect on the coming of our 

Savior and on Christmas we celebrate His arrival!  I love everything about this season, especially the music.  (In fact, I 

have to confess that I am an “early” Christmas music listener!)  One of the most beautiful Christmas carols is “Silent 

Night! Holy Night,” which is always part of our lovely candlelight Christmas Eve services.  The history of this much-

beloved carol is very interesting, so I have included it in my December newsletter article. I hope that you enjoy it, and 

may you have a blessed Advent/Christmas season with your loved ones! 
 

Soli Deo Gloria (to God alone the glory), 

Sandy  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The History of “Silent Night” 
 

In 1818, a roving band of actors was performing in towns throughout the Austrian Alps.  On December 23 they arrived 

at Oberndorf, a village near Salzburg, where they were to re-enact the story of Christ's birth in the small Church of St. 

Nicholas. 
 

Unfortunately, the St. Nicholas' church organ wasn't working and would not be repaired before Christmas.  (Some ver-

sions of the story point to mice as the problem; others say rust was the culprit.)  Because the church organ was out of 

commission, the actors presented their Christmas drama in a private home.  Their Christmas presentation of the events in 

the first chapters of Matthew and Luke put assistant pastor Josef Mohr in a meditative mood.  Instead of walking straight 

to his house that night, Mohr took a longer way home which took him up over a hill overlooking the village. 
 

From that hilltop, Mohr looked down on the peaceful snow-covered village.  Reveling in majestic silence of the wintry 

night, Mohr gazed down at the glowing Christmas-card like scene.   His thoughts about the Christmas play he had just 

seen made him remember a poem he had written a couple of years before.  That poem was about the night when angels 

announced the birth of the long-awaited Messiah to shepherds on a hillside. 
 

Mohr decided those words might make a good carol for his congregation the following evening at their Christmas Eve 

service.  The one problem was that he didn't have any music to which that poem could be sung.  So, the next day Mohr 

went to see the church organist, Franz Gruber, who only had a few hours to come up with a melody which could be sung 

with a guitar. However, by that evening, Gruber had managed to compose a musical setting for the poem.  It no longer 

mattered to Mohr and Gruber that their church organ was inoperable for they now had a Christmas carol that could be 

sung without an organ.  On Christmas Eve, the little Oberndorf congregation heard Gruber and Mohr sing their new 

composition to the accompaniment of Gruber's guitar. 
 

Weeks later, well-known organ builder Karl Mauracher arrived in Oberndorf to fix the organ in St. Nicholas church.  

When Mauracher finished, he stepped back to let Gruber test the instrument.  When Gruber sat down, his fingers began 

playing the simple melody he had written for Mohr's Christmas poem.  Deeply impressed, Mauracher took copies of the 

music and words of "Silent Night" back to his own Alpine village, Kapfing.  There, two well-known families of singers 

— the Rainers and the Strassers — heard it. Captivated by "Silent Night," both groups put the new song into their 

Christmas season repertoire. 
 

The Strasser sisters spread the carol across northern Europe.  In 1834, they performed "Silent Night" for King Frederick 

William IV of Prussia, and he then ordered his cathedral choir to sing it every Christmas Eve.  Twenty years after "Silent 

Night" was written, the Rainers brought the song to the United States, singing it (in German) at the Alexander Hamilton 

Monument located outside New York City's Trinity Church.  In 1863, nearly fifty years after being first sung in German, 

"Silent Night" was translated into English (by either Jane Campbell or John Young). Eight years later, that English ver-

sion made its way into print in Charles Hutchins' Sunday School Hymnal. Today the words of "Silent Night" are sung in 

more than 300 different languages around the world. 



 

 

From the Finance Team:   
 

Community in Christ Lutheran Church Ministry Plan: Jul18-Jun19  Budget     Jul-Oct18 Actual    % of Budget  
Revenue       
Revenue       $                585,359   $        162,442    28% 
Operating Budget offerings       
Other Revenue        $                166,516   $          54,184    33% 
Facility Usage, Preschool tuition and fees, Bank interest       
Total Revenues       $                751,875   $        216,626    29% 
        
Expenses       
Worship       $                     3,050   $             1,056    35% 
altar supplies, devotionals, substitute pastors       
Witness       $                     5,025   $                786    16% 
offering envelopes, family life, evangelism, giving garden       
Serve        $                   58,536   $          17,127    29% 
synod benevolence       
Administration       $                   46,728   $          13,754    29% 
computer software, copier lease, insurance, internet, postage, office supplies, telephone, payroll service, credit card fees
       
Mortgage       $                   92,196   $          30,732    33% 
principal and interest on mortgage       
Property       $                   57,249   $          18,494    32% 
building maintenance, janitorial services, utilities, lawn care, fire/security alarms, exterminating, floor/carpet cleaning 
       
Staff        $                445,258   $        122,974    28% 
salaries, taxes, and benefits for four full-time and two part-time employees; staff development (partially offset by desig-
nated giving in 2016-2017)       
Montagnard Mission      $                     3,500   $                    -     $                    -    
salary for one part-time employee, stipends, activities (expenses are offset by grants and designated giving)  
     
Music Ministries      $                     7,555   $             1,182    16% 
guest artists, music for choirs, copyright fees       
Youth Ministries      $                   19,175   $             3,406    18% 
youth mission trips, retreats, activities; 2017-2018 and 2018-2019: also includes Sunday school, campfirmation   
     
Preschool       $                   13,585   $             3,395    25% 
activities, supplies, maintenance        

Total Expenses      $          751,857   $    212,906    28% 
 

Reminder! Send in Pledge Card Today! We currently have 100 pledges with a commitment 

total of $420,506 We only need 45 more responses to receive the $10,000 challenge. Every-

one’s support will help reduce the church’s debt and place us in a good position for our new 

pastor. Thank you to those who have returned their pledge cards! 

 

From the Council: The holiday season is upon us! We have done many wonderful things at Community In Christ this 

year, and many of them would not have been possible without the diligent work of our church staff. We have decided 

to take up a special offering for a Christmas gift for our staff. Please prayerfully consider contributing what you can to 

help recognize them for all of the hard work they have done all year long. If you would like to contribute, please place 

your gift in the offering plate or donate on line and designate it “Staff Christmas Gift”. Thank you for your continued 

support of Community In Christ. Community In Christ Lutheran Church Council 



 

 

December 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

9am-Coffee Time 
9:30am-Worship 
9:30am-Children’s S.S. 
9:30am-Adult S.S. 
10:30am-Coffe Time 
11am-Worship 
11am-Adult S.S. 
 

*Every Sunday unless  
otherwise noted 

___________________ 
 

     1 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

2 
2pm-Dress Rehearsal 
for Pageant 
3pm-Children’s Choir 
4pm-Cantata Rehearsal 

3 
9:05am-
Preschool 
6:30pm-A.A. 
 

4 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible   
               Study 
2pm– VDC Mtg 
6pm-Robbins 
Preserve H.O.A. 
6:30pm-O.A. 
7pm-VDC Mtg 
 

5 
9:05am-Preschool 
1:30pm-Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
6pm-Soup Supper/ 
Small Groups 
6:30pm-A.A. 
7pm-Advent Wor-
ship 
 

6 
9:05am-Preschool 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
book study 
7pm-Choir/Praise 
Team 
 
 

7 
7pm-A.A. 
 

8 
8am-A.A. 
11am-G.S.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

9 
4pm-Christmas Pageant 
 

10 
9:05am-
Preschool 
6:30pm-
WELCA Christ-
mas Party 
7pm-A.A. 

11 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible     
                Study 
11:45am-Lay 
Pastor Meeting 
2pm-Card Minis-
try 
6:30pm-O. A. 
7pm-VDC 
 
 

12 
9:05am-Preschool 
1:30pm-Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
6pm-Soup Supper/
Small Groups 
6:30pm-A.A. 
7pm-Advent Wor-
ship 
 

13 
9:05am-Preschool 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
Book Study 
7:30pm-North 
Meck Chorus 
Christmas Concert 
 

14 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

16 
12:15pm-Council Mtg 

17 
9:05am-
Preschool 
7pm-A.A. 
 

18 
9:05am-
Preschool 
10:30am-Bible 
Study 
2pm-VDC Mtg 
6:30pm-O.A. 
7pm-VDC Mtg 

19 
1:30pm-Prayer 
Shawl Ministry 
6pm-Soup Supper/
Small Groups 
6:30pm-A.A. 
7pm-Advent Wor-
ship 
7:45pm-Youth 
Christmas Party 
 

20 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
 

21 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 

 

22 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 

23 
5pm-Christmas Carol-
ing 
 
 
 
___________________ 

30 
10am-Worship 

 

24 
3pm-Worship 
5pm-Worship 
7pm-Worship 
 
7pm-A.A. 
_____________ 

31 
7pm-A.A. 
 
 

25 
 

Merry Christmas 
 

Office Closed 
 
 

26 
6:30pm-A.A. 

 
 

Office Closed 

27 
6:30pm-O.A. 
6:30pm-A.A. 
 

28 
7pm-A.A. 

29 
10am-A.A. 
6:30pm-A.A./
Alanon 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nina Lizzol  December 1 
Dawn Bittner  December 1 
Lauren Schultz  December 1 
Maria Dreikorn  December 4 
Simone Nadeau  December 4 
Talya Nadeau  December 4 
Warren Casiday  December 5 
Jim Hoelscher  December 5 
Paul Jaszewski  December 6 
Greg Schultz  December 10 
Pm Garn   December 11 
Abby Larson  December 13 
Michael Flock  December 14 
Emily Lineberger December 14 
Gretchen Schulhaus December 15 
Cooper Wichern December 16 
Martha Smith  December 18 
Mia Block  December 18 
Elena Cunningham December 18 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bruce Flanders  December 19 
Analeigh Hart  December 19 
Rachel Nowacki December 21 
Rebecca Beaver  December 22 
Marie Casiday  December 22 
Craig Rubrecht  December 22 
Georgia Rummage December 23 
Barbara Sylvester December 23 
Jim Garland  December 23 
Dean Kruckeberg December 25 
Ron Uszenski  December 25 
Larry Eaker  December 26 
Alli Stertzbach  December 27 
Wyatt Cunningham December 27 
Josephine Melling December 28 
Jacob Garb  December 28 
Zoe Maruna  December 28 
Pam Spano  December 30 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Greg & Carmen Schultz  December 4 
David & Dawn Bittner  December 6 
Adam & Kady English  December 9 

Larry & Barbara Eaker  December 21 
 



 

 

Community In Christ 
Lutheran Church 
7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 

73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team 
Leaders 
Jeff Moen (VP)  Youth (Deandre Dukes) 
Patricia Maruna (Secretary) Adult Faith Formation (Mark Myers)   
Justin Shingleton  Family Life       
Shari Gomilla  Finance  (Colleen Karpovitz) 
Marci Winegrad   Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Connie White                   Outreach  (Kathy Dutton) 
Mark Myers  Property  (Stephanie Wheeler) 
Kathy Shugarman  Stewardship (Marci Winegrad) 
   Support Staff  (Kathy Shugarman)  
   Worship & Music  
   Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
   Health Ministry (Penny Zimmerman) 
   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  
   Inviting Ministries (Carol Swing) 
     
Staff 
Pastor, Marcus Miller                        (pastormiller@communityinchrist.net) 
Office Administrator,      
 Stephanie Wheeler          (swheeler@communityinchrist.net)  
Music Director, Sandy Barefoot                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                        (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 
Children & Youth Ministries 
 Deandre Dukes           (Deandre@communityinchirst.net) 
Finance - Collen Karpovitz                                (ckarpovitz@cox.net) 
Director of Inviting Ministries 
 Carol Swing                 (carol@communityinchrist.net) 
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If you have information you want in the bulletin, 
please have it in writing in the Church Office no 
later than 10:00 AM on Thursdays. For infor-
mation to be in the newsletter, please submit it to 
the church office in writing no later than 1:00 PM 
on the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
Please contact Stephanie at: 704-892-0120 or 
swheeler@communityinchrist.net   

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-
tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 
up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 
please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 
black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-
clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 
sign up for e-mails at our website. 
www.communityinchrist.net 


