
 

 

September, 2016 

Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25.  Our office hours are 9:30 AM-5:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

 We have worship at 9:30 & 11:00 am on Sundays and at 7 pm on Wednesdays.  Communion is served at each service. Adult Sunday School is at 9:00 am.  

Children’s Sunday school is at 9:15 am. There is a nursery at both Sunday services. 

An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.   
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End of Summer Picnic 

&  

Welcome Back Pastor Travis & Family! 
  

Sunday, September 18th 
  

12:15 PM 
  

  

We will be serving BBQ home-smoked by our very own "Pit Masters" - Peter Cuocolo, Mike Flock, Justin 

Singleton, and Lars Kullstam.  We will have all the traditional BBQ sides and are asking for about 6 members 

to bring a dessert to share.  To sign up: goo.gl/TQOp9W.  We will begin serving right around 12pm (or after 

the late service concludes).  Free-will donations are greatly appreciated.  Please RSVP in the black sign-in 

books or call or email the church office at 704-892-0120 or swheeler@communityinchrist.net. 
  



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk……………………… 
 

How’s your faith life? By that I mean, how would you rate your connection with God. Do you feel 

connected, disconnected, partially connected? We’re entering that time of year where activity lev-

els hike up a few notches and it can lead to that frantic feeling. But when you’re connected with 

God, deeply connected, it brings a peace that goes with you. Imagine feeling at peace in the car-

pool line, buzzing through the grocery store, or trying to get the kids to practice on time. That 

peace comes from a deep knowledge that “it is well with my soul.” Being connected with God 

keeps you grounded and secure. When you’re connected with God you can keep perspective on 

what’s important and what is merely urgent. 
 

So how can you get connected with God? I’ve found that reading scripture and praying each morning helps. I download-

ed the Common English Version of the Bible on my kindle and it lays on my breakfast table. So when I sit down to 

drink my coffee in the morning or eat, rather than scroll through my phone I read a few verses. Reading in a different 

version has helped keep the Bible fresh for me and let me think about it in new ways. I find that throughout the day I 

return to those scriptures and seek to understand and apply them. This connects me with God and God’s purposes for my 

life. That reading prompts me to pray throughout the day, especially when I’m driving. Often I’ll turn off the radio and 

spend that commute time talking with my Father in heaven. The result is a calmness at my core, a peace that isn’t de-

pendent on the external pressures of the day. 
 

How do you connect with God? I know some people blare the praise music in their car and connect through singing. 

Others find serving a way to connect, volunteering at church or other charities can keep you close to the Lord. Taking 

some time for silence or being in God’s creation out on the water or in the woods help many connect with the Lord. Re-

ceiving weekly communion and gathering with other Christians to worship is an important way for all of us to remember 

who we are as people redeemed by Jesus. 
 

Most of us know that connecting with God is important to our well-being, but we fall out of the habit as pressures on our 

time increases. This enters into that vicious circle, where the more disconnected we feel the more harried we become. I 

encourage you to fall back into the habit of caring for your soul and watch as everything else falls into its proper place. 

Summer Time Line for Sabbatical 
 

September  4– Montagnard Sunday 
 

September 11– Pastor Travis and Victoria return from Sabbatical 
 

September 18th  -  Welcome back Pastor & family/end of summer picnic 
 

September 25th– Pastor Travis and Mountain team at camp LutherRock to finalize new plan for children and youth 

ministry. 
 

The Mountain Team continues to work with our consultant from LEAD to determine a roadmap for the future of Chil-

dren and Youth Ministry at Community in Christ. We have determined our guiding values, our initial stakeholders and 

will begin a three month evaluation of our current programs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

End Result 
 

The end result of all this work will be a gathering at camp Lutherock in September with Pastor Travis. The Mountain 

Team and Pastor will share what they’ve learned over the sabbatical and jointly with LEAD develop a comprehensive 

plan for children and youth ministry. This will be submitted to the church council for approval upon which the new min-

istry will be implemented.  

Guiding Values for Children and Youth Ministry 
 

1.   Develop a lifelong relationship with God 

2.   Serve God and Neighbor 

3.   Live the Christian life daily through Christian   

      practices (Worship, Prayer, Tithing, Service, Bible 

      Reading) 

4. Create a supportive faith community that devel-

ops disciples. 

Stakeholders we will focus on for the next 18 months 
 

1.   Preschool and Elementary aged families 

2.   Preschool-Third Graders 

3.   4th-5th Grader 

4.   Sunday School Teachers 

5.   Middle School Students 

6.   High school students 



 

 

Prayers for 
 

Members: John Rummage, Nina Olszewski, Debbie  

Blackwell, Judy Miller, Vernon Hedrick, Sandy Mueller, 

David Vail, Ed Barger, Diane Stevenson, Judy Binch, Pam 

Spano, Luther Beaver, Mike Flock 
 

Friends and relatives of members 
 

Prayers for friend’s & relatives of members: David  

Thurman & Jit Romah (friend’s of Ron Major), Parker 

Cowherd (Allison & Jon Cowherd’s son/Carl & Debra 

Yost’s grandson), Natalie Ray Limper (sibling of pre-

school student, Sharon Fuller), Vi Noble (friend of Sandy 

Roger’s), Joan Preston (Jill Tessier’s mother), Jim Elsass 

(Don & Dianna Elsasses son), Mary Critchlow (friend of 

Joanne McCarthy), Anne Reedy (Kaiti Mrak’s Aunt), 

Kathleen Fesperman (Kay Sides mother), Tammy Wer-

czynski (Ed & Kay Egeland’s daughter), Jeannie and Peg-

gy (friend’s of Gregg & Maia Bottemiller), Cindi Tesky 

(Blaire Hart’s aunt), Shelly Rodell (Pete Milbery’s sister), 

Cheryl Strassburg ( Joanne McCarthy’s cousin), Mary 

Speck (Liann Musano’s mother), Wayne Galloway (Laura 

Anderson’s father), Jeremy Strickland (friend of John & 

Joan Iversen and Heather Iversen-King) 

Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120  

 

CIC’s Online Directory  
 

We are still uploading a few member 

photos but the online directory is now 

available for us!  And, we are excited to 

announce that a feature to upload your own family or in-

dividual picture is also now accessible.  
 

To access the CIC online directory, you will need a 

username and password.  Using an internet web browser, 

browse to the CIC home web site, http://

www.communityinchrist.org and click on the Member 

ACS Login button.  Then click on the “Need a login? 

Click here link”.  Follow the instructions to receive your 

username and password.   
 

You can browse and print the online directory from your 

web browser.  Also, if you have a smart phone or tablet, 

you can download the ChurchLife app which allows for 

remote access to the directory.  To edit your personal in-

formation including your photo, click on the My Profile 

menu item from Home and choose the Edit button.  
 

Navigation and use are fairly intuitive. If you have ques-

tions or feedback, please contact us at connec-

tioncic@gmail.  Please note that we will be taking ad-

vantage of other features such as groups, events, serving, 

etc in the future.  

Council Minutes 
 

The CIC Council held its regular monthly meeting on August 21, 2016. 
 

During the meeting, Council heard updates regarding Pastor Travis Norton’s current sabbatical, and about ministerial 

and church office coverage during his time away.  Our pastor will be returning to lead worship beginning on Sunday, 

September 11th and we will have a welcome back picnic on Sunday, September 18th.  Council is pleased with the way 

that worship and other functions of the church have been handled during the sabbatical so far.   
 

We also heard updates regarding the activities of the Mountain Team, which was created for the purpose of reshaping 

and improving our children’s and youth ministries.  When their mission has been fulfilled, the Mountain Team will pre-

sent their recommendations to the CIC Council for approval.  Those recommendations will help shape the church’s 2017 

budget. 
 

Colleen Karpovitz reviewed July financial reports with the Council.  July congregational giving was larger than antici-

pated and current fiscal year-to-date giving is now only $7,700 below budget.  CIC is financially healthy and currently 

holds $58,000 in unrestricted cash, which is in addition to $132,000 of designated funds. 
 

Community in Christ recently received a letter, from Savannah’s Lutheran Church of the Ascension, announcing the 

retirement of Pastor Carl Yost.  Pastor Carl had previously served at CIC and he will be moving to the Lake Norman 

area, to be close to his family which includes a grandson who has been diagnosed with cancer.  Ascension’s Council 

will be presenting a gift of $1,500 to Pastor Carl, and they have asked if CIC would like to present a matching gift.  The 

CIC Council considered the request and voted to that we will present a matching $1,500 gift to Pastor Carl.  Ascension 

will present their gift, plus Community in Christ’s matching gift, to Pastor Carl at their church on Sunday, August 28th.   
 

The next meeting of the CIC Council will be held on Sunday, October 2nd. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 

 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves 

God’s love and peace into shawls and other crafts that 

serve as a physical reminder of God’s unconditional 

love, support, and presence in our lives. The shawls/

craft items are blessed and given to CIC members, 

friends, and others experiencing times of difficulty 

(e.g., loss, illness, deployment) or celebration (e.g., 

birth of a child), so that the recipient will know that he/

she is loved. 
 

Over the summer months, our ministry has focused on 

crafting hats and scarves to support the 2016-17 Room 

at the Inn program, as well as small pocket-sized prayer 

patches for struggling veterans, and just about anyone 

who needs a little reminder that they are loved. If you 

know someone who could use a prayer patch, just ask 

any Prayer Shawl Ministry member to show you how to 

sign one out.  We make them to give away, after all! 

 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry meets on the second 

and fourth Sundays of each month at 6:30pm and every 

Wednesday afternoon at 1:30pm in the CIC Adult 

Classroom.  If you like to knit or crochet - or would 

like to learn how - please join us! The group and its 

activities are open to all CIC members, friends, and 

visitors regardless of age or ability.  For more infor-

mation, contact Kathy Dutton mamabissy@gmail.com 

or Diana Elssas (dianaelsass@gmail.com). 

 

September Meeting Dates: 

Sundays:  September 11 and September 25 

Wed:         September 7, 14, 21, 28 

CIC Card Ministry 
 

The CIC Card Ministry will meet  

September 13th and 27th, at 6:30 

pm in the Spirit Center and on 

Thursday, September 15th, at 

3:30 pm in the Spirit Center. We 

need willing hands who want to make cards for others! 

Soon, we will be making Christmas cards again, so your 

expertise and talents would certainly be appreciated! 

Thank everyone for all of the faithful work they put into 

making this a viable ministry! 
 

For more information, please contact Anne Randolph 

at arand86@bellsouth.net or 704-596-3168.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Pastor News 
  

Lay pastors assist Pastor Travis in regular visitation of 

those unable to come to worship because of surgery or 

illness. If you’d like a visit or know someone who does, 

please let Beth Carroll or Pastor Travis know so we can 

coordinate care.  
 

Prayer request cards are located in the backs of the chairs 

in the sanctuary. They can be filled out and dropped in the 

offering plate or put on the secretary or Pastor’s desk.  

 

The Lay Pastor Team members are: Beth Carroll, Barbara 

Eaker, Gary Kautz, Karla Lever, Ron Major, Josephine 

Melling, Irene Motrie, Karen Raboin, Bath Rathke, Stella 

Ryan, Norma Short, and Janet Shuping. 
  

Contact Beth Carroll at 704-953-6013 or 

etc35f@gmail.com with any concerns or questions. 
  

 

 

An Open Invitation, Church–Wide, All Are 

Welcome…  
 

You are invited to join the Happy Times Seniors for a free 

luncheon on Wednesday, September 21, at 11:30 a.m. in 

the Karriker Fellowship Hall.  The luncheon, sponsored by 

a Thrivent Action Team grant, will help Happy Times 

raise funds to assist the “Montagnard Hope” project in 

providing clean drinking water for 100 Christian Monta-

gnard families living in remote jungle villages in Cambo-

dia. You will have the opportunity to make a free-will do-

nation in support of this worthy cause, if you so desire.  

The luncheon will feature both a power point presentation 

by Ron Major depicting his three-week mission trip to the 

Montagnards in Cambodia and drawings for door prizes.  

For additional information, please refer to the Happy 

Times Seniors article in this newsletter or call Doris  

Hillegass at 704-892-0156.                
 

Happy Times welcomes all who wish to come to our 

monthly luncheons and/or participate in our activities.  We 

especially invite new CIC members, visitors and friends.  

For more information about the group, please contact  

Doris and Bill at hillegassd@bellsouth.net or call 704-892

-0156.   

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/portals/12/CHURCH/KnitCrochetPray.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/Ministries/AdultCaringMinistries/tabid/3668/Default.aspx&h=212&w=426&tbnid=FJONTvhjv2Hf3M:&zoom=1&docid=7trzqCdCufiCy


 

 

Happy Times Seniors 
 

At our next luncheon on Wednesday, September 21, at 

11:30 a.m. in the Karriker Fellowship Hall, Ron Major will 

present a power point program detailing his summer expe-

riences visiting Montagnard families living in remote jun-

gle villages in Cambodia.  He found that the greatest need 

of these Montagnard Christians is pure drinking water for 

their families. 
 

Our luncheon will serve as a fundraiser to assist the 

“Montagnard Hope” project raise $5000 to provide 100 

Montagnard families with special water filters in use all 

across the world.  We will hold a free-will offering with all 

funds going directly to this worthy cause.  To support this 

project, you may donate cash or write a check payable to 

the “Bunong Alliance Church” with “Montagnard Hope” 

in the memo.  If you cannot attend the luncheon but want 

to support the project, please give your donation to Stepha-

nie Wheeler in the church office or mail it to the church. 

There is no cost for your luncheon meal as it is compli-

mentary through a Thrivent Action Team grant.  Members 

of the Action Team are Ron Major, Barbara Eaker, Doris 

and Bill Hillegass.  Please note that names will be drawn at 

the luncheon for door prizes!  Be there! 
 

This event is open to all CIC church members, staff, 

friends and visitors.  If you plan to attend, please RSVP on 

one of the sign-up sheets located on the Welcome Desk in 

the Narthex or on the Happy Times Bulletin Board in the 

Fellowship Hall or contact Doris (refer to information 

listed below).  The deadline to RSVP is Sunday, Septem-

ber 18.  We need a headcount to purchase the food. If you 

have questions about the luncheon and/or the fundraiser, 

please contact Doris & Bill Hillegass at 704-892-0156 or 

hillegassd@bellsouth.net.  
 

A total of 26 individuals, including three guests attended 

our luncheon at Choplin’s Restaurant on August 17.  Eve-

ryone enjoyed the fellowship and delicious food.  Thank 

you to Doris and Bill for hosting the event.  Also, thank 

you to our seniors who met with members of the CIC 

Mountain Team to share experiences and personal insights 

gained during their lifelong Christian faith journey. If you 

didn’t have the opportunity to share your faith journey, 

you may do so by contacting Susan Kullstam at 704-655-

7440 or Susan@communityinchrist.net. 
 

Mark the following Happy Times dates on your calendar 

through 2016.   
 

October 12 – Cookout at the mountain home of Sondra and 

          Lewis Sigmon 

November 16 – Luncheon hosted by Reidunn Ostergaard, 

  location to be announced 

December 14 – Christmas luncheon/party at The Pearl,  

             Cornelius  
 

Happy Times welcomes all who wish to attend our month-

ly luncheons and participate in our activities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCA 
 

Our monthly meeting resume on September 12th with 

start time of 6:30 PM, in the hope that this will enable 

more members to attend. We are in need of both a Study 

Leader and Hostess for September and October. 
 

Angels & Sparrows:  We will continue to volunteer at 

the Angels & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen in 2016.  Our 

dates to work will be on any month that has a fifth Mon-

day. Our dates to work are: October 31st. If you have an 

interest in helping at the soup kitchen please contact 

Laverne Waskielis. 
 

We continue to collect Campbell Soup labels to be sent 

on to the “Crossnore Academy.”  These donations help 

the teachers with resources and tools in their classrooms.  

The labels may be placed on the WELCA Board in the 

Fellowship Hall.   
 

WELCA activities are open to all women; please join us 

for fellowship.  Please contact Laverne Waskielis @ 704-

576-8675 for further information. 

CIC³ Chicks 
 

A women’s ministry  focused on 

faith, fellowship, and fun! 
 

The Chicks provide a social sup-

port network for the women of 

CIC. We support each other and 

build each other up so that we are able to serve in our 

many roles throughout various groups at CIC and in our 

personal lives. The Chicks gather for social events regu-

larly and for book/Bible studies every other Wednes-

day morning, as well as supporting our church families 

through meal trains when a need arises.  
 

We will meet for our book study of The Sin of Certainty, 

by Peter Enns every other Wednesday morning, begin-

ning in September (start date TBD.)  We will meet at 

9:30 am in the adult Sunday school room.  The discussion 

will be lead by Grace Becker.   
 

Contact Grace Becker at amazingrace901@hotmail.com 

or Emily Cunningham at emilycunning@gmail.com for 

more details.  All are welcome!!!If you prefer, email 

Emily Cunningham at emilycunning@gmail.com to be 

put on the email list. Or check our facebook page! 



 

 

CiC Youth 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

High School Youth Group 

 

High School Youth Group will 

meet Sunday, September 11, 2016 

from 5:00-6:30 at the Davidson 

household.  We will provide dinner 

and you can provide thoughts and 

ideas for the coming year.   

 

We live at 6132 Cashion Road in 

Huntersville.  We look forward to 

seeing you there.  Please contact 

Debbie if you have any questions at 

(704) 651-6213. 

SILENT AUCTION PLANNING 
 

ANY medium to large baskets that you 

would like to donate can be left on or 

under table in church entry. Laura will 

pick them up weekly. We are starting to 

plan and gather for the October Fest si-

lent auction!  If you have a contact that 

would be willing to donate a service, 

gift card or handmade item, please con-

tact Laura Anderson 

at Landerson26a@gmail.com. More on 

theme baskets later and how you can 

help. It was a lot of fun last year and a 

great fundraiser for the youth mission 

trip! Thank you! 

 

New High School Youth  

Leadership Team: 
 

Debbie Davidson (Chair), Abbi 

Bjork, Mike Wellens, Phil & Mary 

Degner, Linda Muhlbach, Stella 

Ryan, Gretchen Hoelscher 

(Council) 
 

This team will meet at least quar-

terly to provide oversight, planning 

and leadership to our high school 

youth. 
 

Thank you for serving! 

YOUTH LINKS: 
 

CIC Youth on the Web 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/cicyouth 

Instagram: CIC.Youth 

Attention High School Students & rising 9th  
 

We are putting together a group directory with emails 

and cell phone numbers so we can easily communi-

cate.   
 

If you are interested in being part of the High School 

Youth Group and getting our information, please text 

your name and cell phone number along with email 

address to our Communications Director, Abbi Bjork 

at (980)322-5508. 

 

W.O.W. Begins September 21st! 
 

Worship is at 7 pm with small groups at 7:45 pm. 

Attention all middle schoolers and their parents—it’s not to late to sign up for 

confirmation class! Contact the church office for registration forms. 



 

 

CiC Kids! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday School Begins  

September 18th! 
 

Welcome back kids, parents and teachers! We are ready to 

start another exciting year!  
 

 

 

This year the children and teachers will gather in the Spirit 

Center at 9:15 am for a group opening, then break out to 

their classrooms.  
 

We have a new program for toddlers called “Frolic.” It is 

specially designed for young children and their parents in 

mind. If you are interested in this class please, contact   

Susan Kullstam at susan@communityinchrist.net. She will 

be happy to answer any questions.  
 

Welcome to our New Sunday School Team: Jean Agner, 

Allen Poovey, Barb Flanders, Karla Lever, Lori Botelho, 

Jill Brooks (Chair.) These folks will begin to provide sup-

port to our Sunday School ministry and help make deci-

sions about timing, curriculum, activities etc.  
 

Sunday School Teacher are needed: Please contact Jill 

Brooks at jlkbrooks@gmail.com or Karla Lever atlever-

counseling@gmail.com if you are able to teach, assist, or 

substitute.  Orientation will be offered for our easy to use 

step-by-step lesson plans.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Preschool News 
 

Welcome CIC Preschoolers and Teachers! It’s the begin-

ning of a new school year! The teachers have been busy 

getting ready for the children. They begin on September 

6th.  
 

Here is what’s happening: 
 

 Open house  -  September 1st 

 Preschool Fall Fundraiser  - Thursday, September 

29th, from 5 to 7 pm. Contact Sharon Fuller for tick-

ets that include; a hotdog dinner, Bounce House, 

Face Painting, Cotton Candy, Bake Sale, and Games 

galore at Sfuller9564@gmail.com. Tickets are $6 

each or $25 for a family. 

 Re-link your Harris Teeter VIC card to 5638. Help 

support the Preschool just by doing your grocery 

shopping. So easy! 

 The children love it when church members come to 

read to them every week on Thursdays at 10 am. 

Come, read a few books and have lots of laughs with 

the children! 

 There are still a few spots open for 3 and 4 year olds. 

If you or someone you know has a child this age and 

is interested in preschool for their child, please con-

tact Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director. 
 

Questions? Sign up to volunteer? Contact: 

Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director 

704-892-0120 or sfuller9564@gmail.com  

 
 

The Preschool Board is looking for new members for 

the 2016-2017 school year. We meet five times a year in 

the evenings, working with the preschool director and 

non-church member parents of our preschool.  Please 

contact Jill Brooks at 704-724-5861 or jlk-

brooks@gmail.com if you feel call to serve this ministry.  



 

 

Sunday School is Coming for CIC’s Youngest! 
 

When Sunday School kicks off on September 18, we will have a new 
offering for almost 3s, 3s and young 4 year olds!  Classes will be held 
in a preschool classroom during the 9:30 worship service. Frolic is a 
brand new curriculum that provides a social, family-friendly setting 
for faith to grow. Parents will receive a monthly personalized  
e-newsletter about their child that is full of age-appropriate articles 
about the child's development and tips about early faith formation. 
The Classes are Bible-based and use stories from the Frolic First Bible 
as well as board and picture books and music.  If you are interested in 
signing up, email Susan Kullstam @susan@communityinchrist.net or 
704-649-5497. 

 

Sign up now for th e Men’s Fall Retreat  
Mark your calendars for October 21-23!  Men of CIC—join us for 

the weekend.   

Blowing Rock Conference Center 

Cost is $190 and includes all meals and lodging for the weekend.  

Optional  golf outing Friday afternoon and brewery tour/outing 

Saturday—details to follow.  Friends/neighbors also  welcome!  

We will arrange carpools as needed to depart from CIC.  Ques-

tions?  Lars Kullstam 704-965-4376 or  Susan Kullstam at  

susan@communityinchrist.net.  Payment is due October 7.   

To register:  register    (Log in to Access ACS-Events-Registration-

select and event-CIC Men’s Fall Retreat) 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=gBFBSyNVsSCrRtjNFfUPRRQ==&site=108716&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6450&EventID=11578&sn=108716


 

 

The Montagnard Mission 

 

The Montagnard Mission Council 
Bethani Ka          Gary Salzman 
Stella Ryan, Financial Liaison               Susan Conlon, President 
Kim Cornellier, Secretary             Lauren Millner, Vice President             

                          

Staff Positions Open 
  
The Montagnard Mission is  still accepting applications for our part-time administrator and backup van driver positions. The 
admin flexible role supports day-to-day Mission operations, and typical work week is 3-6 hours. Qualified candidates will 
excel at record keeping, payroll reporting and scheduling. Backup van driver supports the tutoring route as needed on Mon-
day nights from 4 pm-730 p.m. Compensation is offered at $15/hour. For further information, please contact Susan Conlon 
(704) 905-9401 or (conlonfamily1@windstream.net). 
  

Montagnard Sunday September 4! 
  

The Montagnard Mission will lead CIC’s worship on Sunday, September 4, and we hope everyone will join us at 
10 a.m. as we celebrate another year of ministry. The youth-led praise team and many of our members will 
share their gifts through music, personal faith stories, and much more. This is always an uplifting and inspiring 
morning– don’t miss it! 
  
Making this special day even more exciting will be an art exhibition showcasing creative talents, followed by a 
potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to share, and try some Vietnamese food from our Mission fam-
ilies. Making connections with the young people to whom this program is so important may be the best part of 
your day! 
  

This month at the 
Mission 

  
  September 12– tutor-

ing program resumes at 
A Mighty Fortress Lu-
theran Church 

  
  September 28- CMP-

D’s first Vietnamese 
officer will tell his story 
about coming to the 
U.S., share his law en-
forcement career, and 
help build important 
community bridges. 

 Tutoring Returns 
  

All our students are back in school now, and it’s time to boost their 
school success! We begin the 2016-17 program on Monday, September 12 
at 5:30. Students receive tutoring and a hot meal before returning home 
each session.  
  
This program moves forward on the strength of its volunteers, and we 
need you! 90 minutes a week of instructional support can make a huge 
difference in a child's confidence and progress– won’t you join us and help 
make this happen? Special skills required– patience, empathy with children 
(K-12) and a strong desire to make a difference. 
  
Please contact Lauren Millner (laurenmillner@roadrunner.com) with 
questions. Tutoring takes place at A Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church, 
8200 McClure Circle, Charlotte, a mere 18 minutes from CIC. 



 

 

 

Kick Into Fall with the CIC Music Team! 

 

Fall is upon us, and it is time to get excited about our music ministry here 

at CIC!  We welcome you to come join the praise team/choir for Sunday 

morning worship as we prepare new music for the fall and get ready to 

prepare for our Advent and Christmas seasons.  Rehearsals are held on 

Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary and on Sunday mornings 

one hour before the first service begins.  All voices are welcome!  And, if 

you are an instrumentalist, please consider lending your special talent to 

our ministry.  Please contact Sandy (sandy@communityinchrist.net) for 

more information. 

 

CIC Giving Garden 
 

The season is winding down. We will be getting ready for fall by cleaning up the garden beds, rotating the compost and 

general house cleaning of the green house. If you would like to reserve a garden bed for next year or sign up for the 

chicken co-op please contact Stephanie in the church office and let her know. 

 

The tomato’s and peppers are still producing and will be taken to Ada Jenkins Center in Davidson. To date we have do-

nated 156 pounds! They are very appreciative of all that is brought in. Thank you to every one who helps out with the 

watering, weeding, picking and delivering! 

 

There will be changes in the chicken coops also. You will notice a few new items in their coops. All to help keep them  

busy, happy & healthy.   

 

Stop by and check out the gardens and say hi to the chickens anytime. If you have questions or would like to volunteer 

in any way, please contact Jon Zimmerman at 704-907-6534 or email at jonpennyzimm@carolina.rr.com, Stephanie 

Wheeler at the church office 704-892-0120.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, September 10 and Sunday, September 11, 2016 
 

The idea is simple:  ELCA members are called to put their faith into action by engaging in service activities in their 

neighborhood, surrounding community or designated area.  Plan to make a difference with our neighbors on Saturday or 

Sunday, or both days.  
 

CIC t-shirts will be available for distribution on multiple Sundays during September prior to our event.  All who partic-

ipate are encouraged to wear our t-shirts to identify ourselves as community volunteers from CIC.  A small donation to 

cover the cost of production can be placed in the offering plate and note in the memo section:  CIC t-shirt. 
 

East Lincoln Christian Ministry – Saturday, September 10 at 4278 Catawba Burris Rd, Denver, NC 28037              

from 8:30 AM-12 PM 

Clothing Area at Ministry (Sorting, Inspecting, Tagging and Hanging).  Furniture/merchandise pick up (truck driv-

er and loaders). Assistance in the dock area receiving incoming donations.  Potentially will require some heavy 

lifting.  Sign up in the Narthex. 
 

Community Blood Drive – Saturday, September 10 at CIC in The Spirit Center from 10 AM-1:30 PM 

CIC is teaming up with Community Blood Center of the Carolinas for “God’s Work. Our Hands.”  The blood that is col-

lected by CBCC stays local to help local people and only takes about 1 hour.   If you have any questions or concerns 

about donation, please contact Penny Zimmerman at 704-995-1294 or penzimm@carolina.rr.com.   
Go to www.SignUpGenius.com/go/4090D4EAFAB23A57-cicgods to reserve your spot.  You can also sign up in the 

Narthex. 
 

COTS (Church on The Streets) – Sunday, September 11 in Uptown Charlotte at 5:30 AM – 7:30 AM 

VOLUNTEER SLOTS ARE FULL! 

Meet at the parking lot on the corner of  West 11th and North Tryon and serve under the 277 bridge of Tryon.  The 

COTS van arrives about 6:20 on Sunday morning with the food.  Volunteers set up tables, chairs and prepare to start 

serving food at 6:30.  The serving lasts approximately an hour. 

A great place for us not only to serve breakfast to the homeless but also a time when we can share The Word through 

ministry conversations.   
 

Operation Sandwich – Sunday, September 11 in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 until approximately 1:00 PM  

Donations to include white or wheat bread (one loaf of bread can make 12 sandwiches); meat for sandwiches – ham, 

turkey, roast beef or bologna; cheese; egg salad; individual packets of condiments.  Helping hands are needed to work in 

an assembly line fashion to build the sandwiches. Great for families! 

Several volunteers are needed to deliver the sandwiches to Urban Ministry on Monday morning.   

Sign up online at:  http://goo.gl/y2Bo9G or in the Narthex. 
 

Personal Hygiene Toiletries Collection – Beginning August 14 in the Narthex 

Donations will be delivered to Lutheran Services Carolinas for their Mountain Ridge facility, a residence for adults with 

significant intellectual and/or developmental disabilities.  Donations of personal hygiene items such as deodorant, body 

spray, tooth paste, tooth brushes, soap, shampoo, conditioner, combs, hair brushes, shaving cream and after shave.  The 

men particularly like Old Spice products. Please provide full size items (not travel sizes or samples).   
 

Have an idea of your own?  If you have your own volunteer activity or organization that you are particularly passionate 

about, consider doing that on September 10 and/or 11.   

 

https://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN527x12436577&id=YN527x12436577&q=East+Lincoln+Christian+Ministry+Closet&name=East+Lincoln+Christian+Ministry+Closet&cp=35.5415649414063%7e-81.0237045288086&ppois=35.5415649414063_-81.0237045288086_East+Lincoln+Christian+Minist
tel:704-995-1294
mailto:penzimm@carolina.rr.com
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090D4EAFAB23A57-cicgods
http://goo.gl/y2Bo9G


 

 

Church Council 
Vice President 

Scott Brooks 

704-641-7156 

scottlb@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Robert Maxwell 

704-989-0885 

robertmaxwell@roadrunner.com 

 

Finance 
Chris Spano 

704-609-0486 

trulyblessed15@hotmail.com 

 

Outreach 

Donna Good 

704-827-4353 

Donna.good@wellsfargo.com 

 

Staff Support 

Heidi Rixman 

794-237-4426 

heidirixman@gmail.com 

 

Property 

Kevin Anderson 

651-983-5084 

brizz1239@gmail.com 

Worship 

Jeff Dutton 

716-545-9478 

jdutton@buffalo.edu 

 

Youth & Children 

Gretchen Hoelscher 

803-389-6621 

jandghoelscher@aol.com 

 

Stewardship 

Marci Winegrad 

760-730-2058 

marcisings@yahoo.com 

 

Small Groups 

Connie White 

704-557-4962 

cmwlakeida@gmail.com 

 

Evangelism 

Bill McGuire 

571-581-5721 

jswcommunications@yahoo.com 

Church Staff 
Pastor 

Travis Norton 

704-999-2284 

pastortravis@communityinchrist.net 

 

Secretary 

Stephanie Wheeler 

704-892-0120 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 

Music Director 

Sandy Rogers 

704-995-1989 

sandy@communityinchrist.net 

 

Director of Inviting Ministries 

Susan Kullstam 

704-649-5497 

susan@communityinchrist.net 

Finance 

Colleen Karpovitz 

401-862-0173 

ckarpovitz@cox.net 

 

Preschool Director 

Sharon Fuller 

704-892-0120 

sfuller9564@gmail.com 

2015 Annual Report 
 

The 2015 report is now available on 

the church website under Annual 

Meeting and in hard copy in the nar-

thex or by request. The report in-

cludes 16 pages of staff reports, com-

mittee reports and  ministry reports as 

well as our membership, attendance 

and financial statistics.  The annual 

report reveals a congregation that is 

thriving and expanding in Jesus cen-

tered ministry.  
 

2015 Membership Statistics 

Members Received:                      39 

Membership in December:         620 

Average Worship Attendance:   296             
 

2015 Financial Results 
 

We voted on a budget of 522,690. We 

expected that we would need to dip 

into our cash to cover some of the 

mortgage as we grow into our new 

sanctuary, and that is what happened.  
 

Actual Contributions/Incoming 

Funds:                      508,686 

Actual Expenses:         489,199 

Mortgage Payment:           32,073 

Bottom Line for 2015:         -12,587 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cyndi White   September 2 

Colleen Karpovitz  September 3 

Luke Norton   September 3 

Katie Somers   September 4 

Troy Butler   September 4 

Michael Mrak   September 4 

Shelly Maxwell   September 6 

Pat Coulter   September 6 

Vickie Reeves   September 7 

Grant Bushinski   September 7 

Macy Rixman   September 7 

Neil Welborne   September 8 

Larry Nageotte   September 9 

Anthony Pugliese  September 9 

Emilie Woodrich  September 11 

Ryan Newcomb   September 12 

Savannah Livingston  September 12 

Nina Olszewski   September 13 

Kylie Blackwell   September 16 

Christine Ceccarini  September 17 

Jennifer Easton   September 17 

Nathan Anderson  September 17 

Audrey Brown   September 19 

Alicia Pugliese   September 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Mary Degner   September 19  

Olivia Woodrich  September 20 

Tyler Woodrich   September 20 

Kathryn Little   September 21 

Christopher Jackson  September 21 

John Muhlbach   September 22 

Carol Moser   September 22 

Jon Zimmerman  September 23 

Willie Melling   September 24 

Spencer Russell   September 24 

Madeline Eccher  September 24 

Bertie Steely   September 25 

Jacob Welborne   September 25 

Shawn Kowsky   September 26 

Sandy Mueller   September 28 

Lars Kullstam   September 28 

Dina Casalino   September 28 

Morgan Cardwell  September 28 

Lori Garland   September 29 

Ryan Dreikorn   September 29 

Katie Popovici   September 30 

Tessa Sherrill   September 30 

Kiera Clement   September 30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sean & Shannon Newcomb September 1 

Chad & Taryn Pearson  September 4 

Rod & Norma Short  September 5 

Tom & Zan Burick  September 6 

Robert & Shelly Maxwell September 6 

John & Abby Merendino September 6 

Larry Blackwell & Sandy  

 Mueller-Blackwell September 7 

Travis & Victoria Norton September 8 

Jason & Jamie McNeilis September 15 

Ron & Heidi Uszenski  September 21 

Mike & Christine Flock  September 24 

Mike & Theresa Wellens September 27 

Allen & Angela Poovey  September 28 

Andrew & Amy Tomsheck September 30 



 

 

September 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

   1 
6pm-Preschool 

Open House 

6:30pm-O.A. 

7pm-Adult Choir 

2 
7pm-A.A. 

3 
10am—A.A. 

5:30pm-A.A. 

dinner & 

speaker 

4 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

10am-Worship 

 

5 
7pm-A.A.  

 

 

Labor Day 

Office Closed 

 

6 
9am-Preschool  

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

 

7 
9am-Preschool  

1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

 

8 
9am-Preschool  

6:30pm-O.A. 

7pm-Adult Choir 

 

 

9 
7pm-A.A. 

 

10 
10am-Blood 

Drive 

10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

11 

9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship 

5pm-H. S. Youth Group at 

the Davidson’s 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 

  

12 
9am-Preschool 

6:30pm-WELCA  

7pm-A.A. 

 

13 
9am-Preschool 

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

11:45am-Lay 

Pastor Meeting 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

14 
9am-Preschool 

1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

 

15 

9am-Preschool 

6:30pm-O.A. 

7pm-Adult Choir 

16 

7pm-A.A. 

17 
10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

 

18 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15am-Children’s Sunday 

School 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am—Worship  

12:15pm-Church Picnic 

 

19 
9am-Preschool 

7pm-A.A. 

 

20 
9am-Preschool 

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

 

21 
9am-Preschool 

11:30am-Happy 

Times Luncheon 

at CIC 

1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-W.O.W. 

7:45pm-Small 

Groups 

22 
9am-Preschool 

3:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

6:30pm-O.A. 

7pm-Adult Choir 

 

23 
7pm-A.A. 

 

 

24 
10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

 

 

25 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

9:15am-Children’s Sunday 

School 

9:30am-Worship 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 
 

 

26 
9am-Preschool 

7pm-A.A. 

 

 

 

27 
9am-Preschool 

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

28 
1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-W.O.W. 

7:45pm-Small 

Groups 

29 
9am-Preschool 

5pm-Preschool 

Fall Fund Raiser 

6:30pm-O.A. 

7pm-Adult Choir 

 

30 
7pm-A.A. 

 

Mountain Team Retreat 

Return Sunday. 



 

 

 September Service Blocks 

ALTAR GUILD 
  

September 4     Beth Carroll—10am 

September 11, 18, & 25—Shirley McNeilis  -  9:30am 

September 11,18, & 25—Bertie Steely  -  11am 

USHER 
  

 10:00AM    

4 Tim Nohr, Bob Liljefors, Carol Moser, Mike, 

 Melissa & David Jones 
  

 9:30AM 

11 Tim Nohr,  

18 Tim Nohr, Mike, Melissa & David Jones 

25 Tim Nohr, Mike & Melissa Jones, Bob Liljefors  

 11AM 

11 Steve Mortenson, Ron Major, P.K. Ksor 

18 John Iversen 

25 John Iversen, Steve Mortenson 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 
  

 10:00AM    

4 Beth Jaszewski, Rod & Norma Short, Carol Moser, 

 Jon Zimmerman, Joan Garn, Barbara Eaker,  

 

 9:30AM 

11 Beth Jaszewski, Rod & Norma Short, Lloyd Somers, 

 Jon Zimmerman, Rick & Jackie Lowden 

18 Penny Zimmerman, Pam Spano, Kevin Anderson, 

 Lars & Susan Kullstam, Eilen Wissell, Valerie 

 Deabreu,  

25 Penny Zimmerman, Pam Spano, Kevin Anderson, 

 Lars & Susan Kullstam, Eileen Wissell, Valerie 

 Deabreu 

 

 11:00AM 

11 Nancy Black, Joan Garn, Barbara Eaker 

18 Norma Merrell, Nancy Black, Grace Becker 

25 Bertie Steely, Fred Classey, Norma Merrell 

ACOLYTE  
  

  

4 

11  

18  

25  

 

Crucifer 

 

  

4  

11 

28  

25  
  

COFFEE CART—10:30am 

 

11 Sharon & Gary Kautz 

18 Susan & Lars Kullstam 

25 Shirley & William McNeilis 

BREAD BAKER 
  

4 Beth Carroll   

11 Stephanie Wheeler 

18 Jean Agner 

25 Diana Elsass 

 

COUNTERS 
  

4 Connie White  

11 Bill McGuire 

18 Connie White 

25 Connie White 

Greeter 

 10:00AM    

4 Eileen Wissell 

 

 9:30AM   11:00AM 

11 Eileen Wissell 

18 Eileen Wissell 

25 Eileen Wissell  Louise Walker 

 

Volunteers are needed to make the worship services run smoothly. If you are interested in  

volunteering or getting more information here is a list of contacts: 
  

Acolyte & Crucifer/Power Point & Sound Board: Pastortravis@communtiyinchrist.net/704-892-0120 
  

Altar Guild: Shirley McNeilis, Shirleymcneilis@yahoo.com/704-895-6687  

           Beth Carroll, etc35f@gmail.com/704-953-6013     

Communion Assistant/Greeter/Usher: Grace Becker, amazingrace901@hotmail.com/704-489-6492 
  

Coffee Cart: Laura Anderson, landerson26a@gmail.com/651-983-5013  
  

Bread Bakers: Stephanie Wheeler, swheeler@communityinchrist.net/704-892-0120 

Volunteers Needed 

1 service at 10 am on the 4th 

Back to 2 services beginning the 

11th at 9:30 & 11 am 

Volunteers Needed 

1 service at 10 am on the 4th 

Back to 2 services beginning the 

11th at 9:30 & 11 am 



 

 

Community In Christ 

Lutheran Church 

7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team Leaders 

Scott Brooks (VP)                 Youth (Gretchen Hoelscher) 

Robert Maxwell (Secretary) Evangelism  (Bill McGuire) 
Chris Spano  Family Life  (Kate Hansen) 

Heidi Rixman  Finance  (Chris Spano) 

Gretchen Hoelscher  Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Kevin Anderson                   Outreach  (Donna Good) 

Connie White  Property  (Kevin Anderson) 

Bill McGuire   Stewardship (Marci Winegrad) 
Donna Good   Support Staff  (Heidi Rixman)  

Jeff Dutton  Worship & Music (Jeff Dutton) 

Marci Winegrad  Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
   Health Ministry (Penny Zimmerman) 

   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  

   Small Groups (Connie White) 
    

Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Travis Norton      (pastortravis@communityinchrist.net) 
Church Secretary, Stephanie Wheeler    (swheeler@communityinchrist.net)  

Music Director, Sandy Rogers                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                 (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 

Director of Inviting Ministries,   

 Susan Kullstam                                           (susan@communityinchrist.net) 
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If you have information you want in the bulletin, 

please have it in writing in the Church Office no 

later than 10:00 AM on Thursdays. For infor-

mation to be in the newsletter, please submit it to 

the church office in writing no later than 1:00 PM 

on the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

Please contact Stephanie at: 704-892-0120 or 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net   

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-

tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 

up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 

please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 

black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-

clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 

sign up for e-mails at our website. 

Return to Fall Schedule September 11 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship Times: 

 

9:30 am  

& 

11:00 am 


