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Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25.  Our office hours are 9:30 AM-5:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

 We have summer worship at 10:00 am on Sundays.  Communion is served every week. Adult Sunday School is at 9:00 AM.  

An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.   
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VBS  -  A Fun Time For All! 
 

Thanks to all the VBS families who donated school supplies to the Montagnard Mission last week!  

School has started for many of our tutoring students, and they are so appreciative of the gifts.  

 

 



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk……………………… 
 

 

“ 

 

 

 

 

  
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son  

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything that I’ve commanded you.  

Look, I myself will be with you every day until the end of this present age” -Jesus 

  

There’s a reason this verse comes up so often. My thoughts while on this sabbatical often go back to the ques-

tion of what’s essential in ministry. There are so many things we do as a church, as a congregation, but what is 

the most essential thing we do. And one answer I keep circling back to is that one of the most essential things 

we do is we make disciples. When we think about revamping our children and youth ministry, we are really 

thinking about getting back to the basics of making disciples. Baptizing in the name of the Triune God. Teach-

ing people to obey Jesus’ commandments. 

  

So, that begs the question, what is a disciple? Simply put a disciple is a follower of Jesus. A disciple is a Chris-

tian and a Christian is a disciple. So then the next obvious question is ‘what are the essential aspects of being a 

disciple?’ What do disciples do? WE need to be clear on that if we are going to be in the business of making 

disciples. Here’s my list so far 

  

1) Disciples believe in Jesus, they have faith 

2) Disciples worship 

3) Disciples pray 

4) Disciples support the Jesus’ ministry with time, talents and money 

5) Disciples serve others in daily life. They love their neighbor as themselves 

6) Disciples study the scriptures 

7) Disciples obey Jesus’ commandments 

8) Disciples discern God’s will for their lives, every part of their lives 

9) Disciples receive communion regularly 

10) Disciples get baptized 

11) Disciples make disciples 

  

When I think of what we are teaching one another to do to become disciples these are the things I keep coming 

back to. As I was backpacking last week I keep thinking through this list and wondering how we teach each of 

these at every stage of life. These are things you check off a list, but rather things you grow deeper in throughout 

your life as a disciple. So we need to teach kindergarteners how to pray, but we also need to be growing in pray-

er as adults. Disciples never graduate, we just keep learning and helping others to learn. 

  

August is a time of transition. We plan our last hurrahs of summer and prepare for new activities associated with 

the fall. School begins, many church programs resume and so it is a natural time to make a plan to grow as disci-

ples. Take a look at the list above. What area will you commit to growing in this year? What area do you want to 

focus on with your children or grandchildren? 

  

I know I’ve grown quite a bit this summer in prayer and worship. The area I want to focus on when I return to 

CIC is number 11, making disciples. What about you? 

-Pastor Travis 

 
 



 

 

Prayers for 
 

Members: John Rummage, Nina Olszewski, Debbie  

Blackwell, Judy Miller, Vernon Hedrick, Sandy Mueller, 

David Vail, Ed Barger, Diane Stevenson, Judy Binch,  
 

Friends and relatives of members 
 

Prayers for friend’s & relatives of members: David  

Thurman & Jit Romah (friend’s of Ron Major), Parker 

Cowherd (Allison & Jon Cowherd’s son/Carl & Debra 

Yost’s grandson), Natalie Ray Limper (sibling of pre-

school student, Sharon Fuller), Vi Noble (friend of Sandy 

Roger’s), Joan Preston (Jill Tessier’s mother), The  

Hoffman Family (friends of Irene Motrie) , Jim Elsass 

(Don & Dianna Elsasses son), Mary Critchlow, Patricia 

Mead, Bonnie Wenham (friends of Joanne McCarthy), 

Anne Reedy (Kaiti Mrak’s Aunt), Kathleen Fesperman 

(Kay Sides mother), Tammy Werczynski (Ed & Kay  

Egeland’s daughter), Jeannie and Peggy (friend’s of Gregg 

& Maia Bottemiller), Cindi Tesky (Blaire Hart’s aunt), 

Shelly Rodell (Pete Milbery’s sister) 

 
 

Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120  
 

 

 

 

CIC’s Online Directory  
 

We are still uploading a few member 

photos but the online directory is now 

available for us!  And, we are excited to 

announce that a feature to upload your own family or in-

dividual picture is also now accessible.  
 

To access the CIC online directory, you will need a 

username and password.  Using an internet web browser, 

browse to the CIC home web site, http://

www.communityinchrist.org and click on the Member 

ACS Login button.  Then click on the “Need a login? 

Click here link”.  Follow the instructions to receive your 

username and password.   
 

You can browse and print the online directory from your 

web browser.  Also, if you have a smart phone or tablet, 

you can download the ChurchLife app which allows for 

remote access to the directory.  To edit your personal in-

formation including your photo, click on the My Profile 

menu item from Home and choose the Edit button.  
 

Navigation and use are fairly intuitive. If you have ques-

tions or feedback, please contact us at connec-

tioncic@gmail.  Please note that we will be taking ad-

vantage of other features such as groups, events, serving, 

etc in the future.  

Council Minutes 
 

The CIC Council held its regular monthly meeting on July 10, 2016   
 

During the meeting, Council heard updates regarding Pastor Travis Norton’s current sabbatical, and about ministerial 

coverage during his time away.  Pastor Swix has agreed to provide pastoral care to CIC’s members during the sabbati-

cal, and he has been called on a few times so far.  Pastor Travis has been submitting a weekly sabbatical blog, which can 

be accessed via a link in CIC’s weekly Tuesday’s Take 2 emails or from CIC’s website.  Pastor Travis’s sabbatical plan 

is also posted on a bulletin board in the narthex as well as in a notebook on the welcome desk. 
 

Council also discussed a letter that CIC recently received from the Metropolitan Chicago Synod of the ELCA.  That 

Synod has recognized CIC as a growing and vibrant Lutheran congregation, and has asked that they might be able to 

contact some of our newer members.  By speaking with those members, they would like to find out more about what 

attracted them to visit and to join with CIC.  Scott Brooks agreed to follow up with the Chicago Synod to explore assist-

ing them with this project.  All information regarding individual CIC members or visitors will be provided only with the 

permission of those individuals. 
 

Scott Brooks used a slideshow to present some key points from the book Governance and Ministry, which is currently 

being studied by some members of the CIC Council.   
 

The next scheduled meeting of the CIC Council will be held on Sunday, August 21st. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry Wants YOU!  
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry will continue to 

meet during the summer months on the second and 

fourth Sundays of each month at 6:30pm and every 

Wednesday afternoon at 1:30pm in the CIC Adult 

Classroom.  If you like to knit or crochet - or would 

like to learn how - please join us! The group and its 

activities are open to all CIC members, friends, and 

visitors regardless of age or ability.  For more in-

formation, contact Kathy Dutton 

(mamabissy@gmail.com) or Diana 

Elssas (dianaelsass@gmail.com). 
 

August Meeting Dates: 

Sundays:  August 14 & 28  

Wed:        August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31  
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves 

God’s love and peace into shawls and other crafts 

that serve as a physical reminder of God’s uncondi-

tional love, support, and presence in our lives.  The 

shawls/craft items are blessed and given to CIC 

members, friends, and others experiencing times of 

difficulty (e.g., loss, illness, deployment) or cele-

bration (e.g., birth of a child), so that the recipient 

will know that he/she is loved.   

CIC Card Ministry 
 

The CIC Card Ministry will meet 

August 9th & 23rd at 6:30 pm in 

the Spirit Center and on Thurday, 

August 18 at 3:30 pm in the Spirit 

Center. 

 We need willing hands who want to make cards for oth-

ers! Soon, we will be making Christmas cards again, so 

your expertise and talents would certainly be appreciat-

ed! Thank everyone for all of the faithful work they put 

into making this a viable ministry! 
 

For more information, please contact Anne Randolph 

at arand86@bellsouth.net or 704-596-3168.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lay Pastor News 
  

Lay pastors assist Pastor Travis in regular visitation of 

those unable to come to worship because of surgery or 

illness. If you’d like a visit or know someone who does, 

please let Beth Carroll or Pastor Travis know so we can 

coordinate care.  
  

The lay pastors are participating in a Mental Health First 

Aid workshop.  This will be during our regular meeting 

times the second Tuesday of the month for the next 3 

months.  We would like to open it to interested members 

of the congregation. The workshop will be the following 

days:  
 

 8/9/16 

In the Spirit Center at 11:30 to 1:30 
 

The Lay Pastor Team members are: Beth Carroll, Barbara 

Eaker, Gary Kautz, Karla Lever, Ron Major, Josephine 

Melling, Irene Motrie, Karen Raboin, Bath Rathke, Stella 

Ryan, Norma Short, and Janet Shuping. 
  

Contact Beth Carroll at 704-953-6013 or 

etc35f@gmail.com with any concerns or questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE for God’s Work. Our Hands. 

 

The volunteer weekend is scheduled for Saturday, Septem-

ber 10, and Sunday, September 11.  If you’d like to be part 

of the planning committee or have suggestions for volun-

teer activities, contact Donna Good at don-

nalgood@gmail.com or 704-214-9376(cell). 

mailto:mamabissy@gmail.com
mailto:dianaelsass@gmail.com
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/portals/12/CHURCH/KnitCrochetPray.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/Ministries/AdultCaringMinistries/tabid/3668/Default.aspx&h=212&w=426&tbnid=FJONTvhjv2Hf3M:&zoom=1&docid=7trzqCdCufiCy


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Times Seniors 
 

Our next luncheon is Wednesday, August 17th, at  

Choplin’s Restaurant located at 19700 One Norman Blvd., 

Cornelius.  Doris and Bill Hillegass will host the event 

beginning at 11:30 a.m.  Please RSVP on either the sign-

up sheet located on the Welcome Desk in the Narthex or 

the one posted on the Happy Times Bulletin Board in 

Karriker Fellowship Hall.  Copies of driving directions are 

available next to the sign-up sheets.     
 

Thank you to Sharon and Gary Kautz for hosting the July 

luncheon at O’Charley’s in Mooresville. Many of us  

enjoyed “free pie Wednesday”! After lunch a group of us 

headed to the nearby North Carolina Auto Racing Hall of 

Fame for a guided tour. Our guide, being both knowledge-

able and entertaining, shared interesting stories with us as 

we walked along the cars and other memorabilia on dis-

play. This immediately prompted members of our group to 

share their race car stories.  Needless to say, a good time 

was had by all!      
 

The CIC Mountain Team is working with Pastor Travis to 

develop and establish a new ministry that will encourage 

our CIC children and youth to become lifelong Christians.  

The Team is requesting our assistance with this project.  

We, as mature adults, certainly have gained personal in-

sights and experiences during our lifelong Christian faith 

journey.  Let’s help to develop and strengthen this new 

ministry by sharing our information and opinions. Come 

and participate in one of the town hall conversations to be 

held in the Fellowship Hall after worship on August 7th or 

14th.  You may also contact Susan Kullstam to share your 

journey at Susan@communityinchrist.net.   

 

Happy Times welcomes all who wish to come to our 

monthly luncheons and/or participate in our activities.  We 

especially invite new CIC members, visitors and friends.  

For more information about the group, please contact  

Doris and Bill at hillegassd@bellsouth.net or call 704-892-

0156.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

WELCA 
 

We continue our break from our monthly meetings, they 

will resume in September.  For the summer months we 

selected restaurants where we will gather for fellowship.  

We will meet on Monday August 8th at The Port City 

Club in Cornelius at 6:30pm.  
  

A vote was taken at May meeting when our monthly 

meeting resume in September with start time will stay at 

6:30 PM, in the hope that this will enable more members 

to attend. We are in need of both a Study Leader and 

Hostess for September and October. 
 

Angels & Sparrows:  We will continue to volunteer at 

the Angels & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen in 2016.  Our 

dates to work will be on any month that has a fifth Mon-

day. Our dates to work are:  August 29th and October 

31st.  There will be a sign up sheet at our dinner in Au-

gust and additional contacts will be made. If you have an 

interest in helping at the soup kitchen please contact 

Laverne 
 

We continue to collect Campbell Soup labels to be sent 

on to the “Crossnore Academy”.  These donations help 

the teachers with resources and tools in their classrooms.  

The labels may be placed on the WELCA Board in the 

Fellowship Hall.   
 

WELCA activities are open to all women; please join us 

for fellowship.  Please contact Laverne Waskielis @ 704-

576-8675 for further information  

CIC³ Chicks 
 

A women’s ministry  focused on faith, 

fellowship, and fun! 
 

The Chicks provide a social support network for the 

women of CIC.  We support each other and build each 

other up so that we are able to serve in our many roles 

throughout various groups at CIC and in our personal 

lives. The Chicks gather for social events regularly and 

for book/Bible studies every other Wednesday morning, 

as well as supporting our church families through meal 

trains when a need arises.  
 

CIC³ Chick’s are planning an art studio event for August. 

Please watch Facebook or email Emily Cunningham at 

emilycunning@gmail.com with questions. Have a 

great August! Lots of Fall plans coming when everyone is 

back to school. 



 

 

 

Music News 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our 2016 Vacation Bible School – “Egypt: Joseph’s Journey from Prison to Palace” – was a success!  We had 

between 30 and 40 children participate in an enjoyable week during which they “traveled back to ancient 

Egypt” in order to learn about scripture and Joseph’s amazing journey; sing great Biblical songs; make theme-

appropriate crafts including jeweled Cairo collars, Egyptian hieroglyphic scrolls/necklaces, and mummy cases; 

play some terrific games; and eat healthy snacks, such as Old World trail mix.   
 

Each evening the children would assemble in the sanctuary, which was decorated with pyramids, palm trees, 

and palace decor, to learn about Joseph and how God delivered him from prison, gave him special gifts which 

enabled him to work for the Pharaoh, and enabled him to help his own people.  Our children would, then, go to 

different stations – Bible time, music, crafts, games, and snacks – followed by a closing assembly, during 

which each child received a Bible memory coin with the day’s scripture printed on it.  The week culminated in 

a wonderful closing program on the last night.  Parents attended and watched their little Egyptians sing and 

dance to the creative and well-written songs that were provided as part of the curriculum. 
 

Many, many thanks to our volunteers, who lovingly gave their time and talent in order to help make our VBS 

successful, and a special thank-you to Huntersville United Methodist Church for loaning us all their decora-

tions and props. Thank you, church members, for supporting this time-honored summertime Bible school for 

our children   as well as for providing a wonderful outreach for our community’s children.  May you enjoy the 

rest of your summer, and I leave with you the lyrics of the theme song:  “We are the children of God.  Yes, we 

are the children of God.  His love has brought us together.  We are the children of God!” 
 

In His Service, 

 

Sandy 



 

 

CiC Kids! 
Welcome to our New Sunday School Team  

 

Jean Agner 
 

Allen Poovey 
 

Barb Flanders 
 

Karla Lever 
 

Lori Botelho  
 

Jill Brooks (Chair) 
 

These folks will begin to provide support to our Sunday 
School ministry and help make decisions about timing, cur-
riculum, activities etc. They plan to meet June 5th at 9am for 
their first meeting. 
 

If you feel called to work with our children, please contact 
Jill Brooks at 704-724-5861, jlkbrooks@gmail.com or Karla 
Lever at levercounceling@gmail.com.  

 

Preschool News 
 

 
 

 

Summer Camp Session #2-August 8-11—9am-1pm: 

“Super Messy Science” Our young scientists will be intro-

duced to the awesome world of science in a fun and excit-

ing way. $60 registration fee, $60 Balance due July 21st  
 

There are openings in the 2 and 3 year old classes. If you 

or someone you know is looking for a preschool, call  

Sharon to set up your private tour today! 
 

Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director 

704-892-0120 or sfuller9564@gmail.com  
 

Saturday, August 20th at 8 am  

is Preschool Workday:  
Bring a shovel, bring a rake and come help spread 

mulch and beautify the playground for the first day 

of school.  We hope to see you there!  

CiC Youth 
 

August 
 

4th: Bowling at Strike City and ice cream after. 

Cost is $15. Carpooling from church at 3:30 pm. 
 

19th: Carowinds $24 

High School Youth & Rising 9th 
 

Contact Debbie Davidson at  

debbiedavidson@mindspring.com   

Attention High School Students & rising 9th  
 

We are putting together a group directory with 

emails and cell phone numbers so we can  

easily communicate.   
 

If you are interested in being part of the High 

School Youth Group and getting our information, 

please text your name and cell phone number along 

with email address to our Communications  

Director, Abbi Bjork at (980)322-5508. 

New Youth Leadership Team 

Debbie Davidson (Chair), Abbi Bjork, Mike Wellens, 

Phil & Mary Degner, Linda Muhlbach, Stella Ryan 

Gretchen Hoelscher (Council) 
 

This team will meet at least quarterly to provide over-

sight, planning and leadership to our high school youth. 

Thank you for serving! 

YOUTH LINKS 

 

CIC Youth on the Web 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/cicyouth 

Instagram: CIC.Youth 



 

 

Sunday School is Coming for CIC’s Youngest! 
 

When Sunday School kicks off on September 18, we will have a new 
offering for almost 3s, 3s and young 4 year olds!  Classes will be held 
in a preschool classroom during the 9:30 worship service. Frolic is a 
brand new curriculum that provides a social, family-friendly setting 
for faith to grow. Parents will receive a monthly personalized  
e-newsletter about their child that is full of age-appropriate articles 
about the child's development and tips about early faith formation. 
The Classes are Bible-based and use stories from the Frolic First Bible 
as well as board and picture books and music.  If you are interested in 
signing up, email Susan Kullstam @susan@communityinchrist.net or 
704-649-5497. 

 

Sign up now for th e Men’s Fall Retreat  
Mark your calendars for October 21-23!  Men of CIC—join us for 

the weekend.   

Blowing Rock Conference Center 

Cost is $190 and includes all meals and lodging for the weekend.  

Optional  golf outing Friday afternoon and brewery tour/outing 

Saturday—details to follow.  Friends/neighbors also  welcome!  

We will arrange carpools as needed to depart from CIC.  Ques-

tions?  Lars Kullstam 704-965-4376 or  Susan Kullstam at  

susan@communityinchrist.net.  Payment is due October 7.   

To register:  register    (Log in to Access ACS-Events-Registration-

select and event-CIC Men’s Fall Retreat) 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/eventlogin.aspx?id=gBFBSyNVsSCrRtjNFfUPRRQ==&site=108716&ReturnUrl=events%2fwz_people.aspx&ChurchID=6450&EventID=11578&sn=108716


 

 

The Montagnard Mission 

 

 

 

 

The Montagnard Mission Council 
Bethani Ka          Gary Salzman 
Stella Ryan, Financial Liaison               Susan Conlon, President 
Kim Cornellier, Secretary             Lauren Millner, Vice President             

  Beverly Foster, AMF liaison                              

This month at the Mission  

 
 CMPD’s first Vietnamese  

officer will tell his story about 

coming to the U.S. , share his 

law enforcement career, and 

help build important commu-

nity bridges.  
 

 Viewing of the documentary 

“This is My Home Now”, 

which tells the story of Monta-

gnard families settling in 

Greensboro.  
 

 Back to School Ice Cream  

Social/ school supplies givea-

way.  

Montagnard Sunday Coming Soon  
 

The Montagnard Mission will lead CIC’s worship on Sunday, September 4, and we hope everyone 

will join us at 10 a.m. as we celebrate another year of ministry. The youth-led praise team and many 

of our members will share their gifts through music, personal faith stories, and much more. This is 

always an uplifting and inspiring morning– don’t miss it!  
 

Making this special day even more exciting will be an art exhibition showcasing Montagnard talent, 

followed by a potluck lunch in the Fellowship Hall. Bring a dish to share, and try some Vietnamese 

food from our Mission families. Making connections with the young people to whom this program is 

so important may be the best part of your day!  
 

To help us plan for drinks and supplies, please visit the signup genius link http://

www.signupgenius.com/ go/8050c49a5af2f4-montagnard1 tor register, or email Susan Conlon at  

conlonfamily1@windstream.net. No RSVP necessary, but helpful to the Family Life committee.  

Staff Positions Open  
 

The Montagnard Mission is now accepting applications for our part-time administrator and backup 

van driver positions. The admin flexible role supports day-to-day Mission operations, and typical 

work week is 3-6 hours. Qualified candidates will excel at record keeping, payroll reporting and 

scheduling. Backup van driver supports the tutoring route as needed on Monday nights from 4 pm-

730 p.m. Compensation is offered at $15/hour. . For further information, please contact Susan Con-

lon (704) 905-9401 or (conlonfamily1@windstream.net).  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University Coming to CIC:  
 

Classes will be held on Tuesday evenings beginning August 9th from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. The link to register is: 

https://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/classes/1020442/atid/l_mi and the cost for materials is $93.00 plus shipping 

for a total of $102.30. The class runs for 9 weeks. Contact Connie White with any questions at 704-577-4962 

or cmwlakeida@gmail.com. 

CIC Giving Garden 
 

This has been a very hot summer! Despite the heat, the gardens have been producing well! The tomatoes are producing 

fast and furiously now. All of the food grown in the donation beds are brought to the Ada Jenkins Center in Davidson. 

To date we have donated 86 pounds and there is still more growing season left! They are very appreciative of all that is 

brought in. Thank you to every one who helps out with the watering, weeding, picking and delivering! 

 

The chickens are doing well. You will notice a few new items in their coops. All to help keep them cool, busy, happy & 

healthy.  A happy chicken lays better tasting eggs:)  

 

Stop by and check out the gardens and say hi to the chickens anytime. If you have questions or would like to volunteer 

in any way, please contact Jon Zimmerman at 704-907-6534 or email at jonpennyzimm@carolina.rr.com, Stephanie 

Wheeler at the church office 704-892-0120, or Vickie Reeves at 704-450-8292.  



 

 

The Mountain Team 
Summer Time Line for Sabbatical 
 

August 7– Pastor Elizabeth Neely preaching and presiding. 
 

August 14, 21 & 28—Pastor John Yost preaching and presiding. 
 

September  4– Montagnard Sunday 
 

September 11– Pastor Travis and Victoria return from Sabbatical 
 

September 25th– Pastor Travis and Mountain team at camp LutherRock to finalize new plan for children and youth 

ministry. 

 

 

Youth Ministry Program – Congregational Assessment: The CIC Mountain Team needs your help!  We would like to 

invite all adult members (young & old) to a town hall conversation August 7th or 14th.  These conversations will be held 

in the Fellowship hall after worship service and led by a member or two from the Mountain Team.  As you know, the 

CIC Mountain team is working with Pastor Travis to help form a new children and youth ministry program. The goal of 

this ministry is to develop a children/youth program that develops and encourages our youth to become lifelong Chris-

tians.  The adult members of CIC have much to contribute to this discussion.  Not only do you represent the desired out-

come we seek for our youth - lifelong Christians - but you also have important insights and experiences from your own 

personal Christian journey that could help inform and strengthen the program.    
 

Come and share your faith story!  Can’t make either of those dates? Contact Susan Kullstam to share your journey at 

Susan@communityinchrist.net. 

 
The Mountain Team continues to work with our consultant from LEAD to determine a roadmap for the future of Chil-

dren and Youth Ministry at Community in Christ. We have determined our guiding values, our initial stakeholders and 

will begin a three month evaluation of our current programs. 
 

Guiding Values for Children and Youth Ministry 
 

1.   Develop a lifelong relationship with God 

2.   Serve God and Neighbor 

3.   Live the Christian life daily through Christian practices 

      (Worship, Prayer, Tithing, Service, Bible Reading) 

5.   Create a supportive faith community that develops disciples 
 

Stakeholders we will focus on for the next 18 months 
 

1.   Preschool and Elementary aged families 

2.   Preschool-Third Graders 

3.   4th-5th Grader 

4.   Sunday School Teachers 

5.   Middle School Students 

6.   High school students 
 

Self-Evaluation 
 

While Pastor Travis is on sabbatical the Mountain Team will be conducting an evaluation of our current children and 

youth ministry. We will be contacting the stakeholders above by phone and asking them to share how our church is do-

ing in regard to the guiding values. We’ll also be sending out a survey to the whole church to help with this evaluation. 
 

End Result 
 

The end result of all this work will be a gathering at camp Lutherock in September with Pastor Travis. The Mountain 

Team and Pastor will share what they’ve learned over the sabbatical and jointly with LEAD develop a comprehensive 

plan for children and youth ministry. This will be submitted to the church council for approval upon which the new min-

istry will be implemented.  



 

 

Church Council 
Vice President 

Scott Brooks 

704-641-7156 

scottlb@gmail.com 

 

Secretary 
Robert Maxwell 

704-989-0885 

robertmaxwell@roadrunner.com 

 

Finance 
Chris Spano 

704-609-0486 

trulyblessed15@hotmail.com 

 

Outreach 

Donna Good 

704-827-4353 

Donna.good@wellsfargo.com 

 

Staff Support 

Heidi Rixman 

794-237-4426 

heidirixman@gmail.com 

 

Property 

Kevin Anderson 

651-983-5084 

brizz1239@gmail.com 

Worship 

Jeff Dutton 

716-545-9478 

jdutton@buffalo.edu 

 

Small Groups 

Josephine Melling 

941-724-2094 

wmjm2001@yahoo.com 

 

Youth & Children 

Gretchen Hoelscher 

803-389-6621 

jandghoelscher@aol.com 

 

Stewardship 

Marci Winegrad 

760-730-2058 

marcisings@yahoo.com 

 

At Large 

Connie White 

704-557-4962 

cmwlakeida@gmail.com 

 

Evangelism 

Bill McGuire 

571-581-5721 

jswcommunications@yahoo.com 

Church Staff 
Pastor 

Travis Norton 

704-999-2284 

pastortravis@communityinchrist.net 

 

Secretary 

Stephanie Wheeler 

704-892-0120 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 

Music Director 

Sandy Rogers 

704-995-1989 

sandy@communityinchrist.net 

 

Director of Inviting Ministries 

Susan Kullstam 

704-649-5497 

susan@communityinchrist.net 

Finance 

Colleen Karpovitz 

401-862-0173 

ckarpovitz@cox.net 

 

Preschool Director 

Sharon Fuller 

704-892-0120 

sfuller9564@gmail.com 

2015 Annual Report 
 

The 2015 report is now available on 

the church website under Annual 

Meeting and in hard copy in the nar-

thex or by request. The report in-

cludes 16 pages of staff reports, com-

mittee reports and  ministry reports as 

well as our membership, attendance 

and financial statistics.  The annual 

report reveals a congregation that is 

thriving and expanding in Jesus cen-

tered ministry.  
 

2015 Membership Statistics 

Members Received:                      39 

Membership in December:         620 

Average Worship Attendance:   296             
 

2015 Financial Results 
 

We voted on a budget of 522,690. We 

expected that we would need to dip 

into our cash to cover some of the 

mortgage as we grow into our new 

sanctuary, and that is what happened.  
 

Actual Contributions/Incoming 

Funds:                      508,686 

Actual Expenses:         489,199 

Mortgage Payment:           32,073 

Bottom Line for 2015:         -12,587 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Carmen Schultz  August 1 

Doug Easton  August 1 

Heidi Rixman  August 4 

Eileen Jackson  August 5 

Christine Block  August 5 

Anne Randolph  August 6 

Rosalia Finlay  August 7 

Jeff Pugliese  August 8 

Alexis McNeilis August 8 

Thomas Finlay  August 9 

Marshall Blackwell August 9 

Noelle Bernesser August 11 

Caroline Rinehardt August 11 

Karla Lever  August 13 

Doris Hillegass  August 15 

Mike Jones  August 17 

Todd Brown  August 17 

Noah Butler  August 17 

Cheryl Armstrong August 18 

Suzanne Leitner  August 18 

Becky Metcalf  August 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dawn Deinert   August 19  

Kaiti Mrak   August 19 

Lindsey Carter   August 19 

Cyndi Ball   August 21 

Christa Eccher   August 21 

Brooke Cardwell  August 21 

Jacob Canady   August 22 

Kathryn Puls   August 23 

Connie White   August 23 

John Shuping   August 24 

Eric Wirsen   August 24 

Sam Garn   August 24 

Megan Rinehardt  August 24 

Lisa Nageotte   August 28 

Holly Bernesser   August 28 

Marilyn Tillman  August 30 

Diane Stevenson  August 30 

Vernon Hedrick   August 31 

William McNeilis  August 31 

Courtney Pittsonberger  August 31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ed & Kay Egeland   August 1 

David & Christa Eccher    August 5 

Lars & Susan Kullstam   August 6 

Michael & Nancy Stedmn  August 14 

Paul & Beth Jaszewski   August 15 

Tom & Colleen Karpovitz  August 22 

Larry & Lisa Nageotte  August 24 

Tim & Jane Nohr  August 24 

Chris & JoEllen Butler  August 28 

Randell & Theresa Roberts August 29 

Whitworth & Sue Bird  August 31 

 



 

 

August 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

1 
7pm-A.A. 

2 
10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

3 
1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

4 
6:30pm-O.A. 

5 
7pm-A.A. 

6 
10am—A.A. 

5:30pm-A.A. 

dinner & 

speaker 

7 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

10am-Worship 

 

8 
9am-Preschool 

Camp 

7pm-A.A.  

 

 

9 
9am-Preschool 

Camp 

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

10 
9am-Preschool 

Camp 

1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

 

11 
9am-Preschool 

Camp 

6:30pm-O.A. 

 

 

 

12 
7pm-A.A. 

 

13 
10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

14 

9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

10am-Worship 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 

  

 

 

15 
6:30pm-WELCA 

@ Port City Club 

7pm-A.A. 

 

16 
11:45am-Lay 

Pastor Meeting 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

17 
11:30am-Happy 

Times @ Choplin 

Restaurant 

1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

 

18 

3:30pm-Card 

Minsitry 

6:30pm-O.A. 

 

19 

7pm-A.A. 

20 
10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

 

21 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

10am-Worship 

11:15am—Council Meeting         

 

 

22 
7pm-A.A. 

 

23 
10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

 

24 
1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

 

25 
6:30pm-O.A. 

 

26 
7pm-A.A. 

 

 

27 
10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

 

 

28 
9am-Coffee/Adult Sunday 

School 

10am-Worship 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

Ministry 
 

 

29 
7pm-A.A. 

 

 

 

30 
10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-

Financial Peace 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

31 
1:30pm-Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

6:30pm-A.A. 

   



 

 

 August Service Blocks 

ALTAR GUILD 
  

10:00AM     Beth Carroll  -  August 7 & 14 

  Shirley McNeilis  -  August 21 & 28 
 

USHER 
  

 10:00AM    

7 Tim Nohr, Mike, Melissa Jones, Gary Samuelson 

14 Tim Nohr, Mike, Melissa Jones, Steve Mortenson, 

 Bob Liljefors, Beth Jaszewski 

21 Tim Nohr, Bob Liljefors, Steve Mortenson, Beth 

 Jaszewski, Mike & Melissa Jones 

28 Tim Nohr, Mike, Melissa Jones, Bob Liljefors, 

 Steve Mortenson, Beth Jaszewski 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 
  

 10:00AM    

7 Luther Beaver, Shari & Kylee Gomilla, Jeff Kautz, 

 Diana Elsass, Bill McGuire, Donna Hayes 

14 Luther Beaver, Shari & Kylee Gomilla, Jeff Kautz, 

 Elsass, Bill McGuire, Donna Hayes 

21 Gary & Sharon Kautz, Bob Liljefors, Debbie 

 Davidson, Ron & Kay Sides, Beth Carroll 

28 Gary & Sharon Kautz, Bob Liljefors, Debbie 

 Davidson, Ron & Kay Sides, Beth Carroll 

  

ACOLYTE  
  

 10:00AM    

7 

14  

21  

28  

       

Crucifer 

 10:00AM    

7  

14  

21  

28  
  

COFFEE CART 
  

9:00AM  Stella Ryan for the summer 

  

BREAD BAKER 
  

7 Diana Elsass   

14 Cyndi Ball 

21 Sondra Sigmon 

28 Sharon Kautz 

 

COUNTERS 
  

7 Connie White & Stella Ryan 

14 Robert Maxwell 

21  
28 Bill McGuire 

 

Greeter 

 10:00AM    

7 Mike & Melissa Jones 

14 Louise Walker 

21 Mike & Melissa Jones 

28 Mike & Melissa Jones 

 

Volunteers are needed to make the worship services run smoothly. If you are interested in  

volunteering or getting more information here is a list of contacts: 
  

Acolyte & Crucifer/Power Point & Sound Board: Pastortravis@communtiyinchrist.net/704-892-0120 
  

Altar Guild: Shirley McNeilis, Shirleymcneilis@yahoo.com/704-895-6687  

           Beth Carroll, etc35f@gmail.com/704-953-6013     

Communion Assistant/Greeter/Usher: Grace Becker, amazingrace901@hotmail.com/704-489-6492 
  

Coffee Cart: Laura Anderson, landerson26a@gmail.com/651-983-5013  
  

Bread Bakers: Stephanie Wheeler, swheeler@communityinchrist.net/704-892-0120 

Volunteers Needed 

Volunteers Needed 



 

 

Community In Christ 

Lutheran Church 

7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team Leaders 

Scott Brooks (VP)                 Youth (Gretchen Hoelscher) 

Robert Maxwell (Secretary) Evangelism  (Bill McGuire) 
Chris Spano  Family Life  (Kate Hansen) 

Heidi Rixman  Finance  (Chris Spano) 

Gretchen Hoelscher  Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Kevin Anderson                   Outreach  (Donna Good) 

Josephine Melling   Property  (Kevin Anderson) 

Bill McGuire   Stewardship (Marci Winegrad) 
Donna Good   Support Staff  (Heidi Rixman)  

Jeff Dutton  Worship & Music (Jeff Dutton) 

Marci Winegrad  Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
Connie White  Health Ministry (Penny Zimmerman) 

   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  

   Small Groups (Josephine Melling)
     

Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Travis Norton      (pastortravis@communityinchrist.net) 
Church Secretary, Stephanie Wheeler    (swheeler@communityinchrist.net)  

Music Director, Sandy Rogers                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                 (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 

Director of Inviting Ministries,   

 Susan Kullstam                                           (susan@communityinchrist.net) 

 

      US Postage Paid 

      Non-Profit Organization      

                     Cornelius, NC    28031  

      Permit #5 

 

If you have information you want in the bulletin, 

please have it in writing in the Church Office no 

later than 10:00 AM on Thursdays. For infor-

mation to be in the newsletter, please submit it to 

the church office in writing no later than 1:00 PM 

on the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

Please contact Stephanie at: 704-892-0120 or 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net   

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-

tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 

up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 

please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 

black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-

clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 

sign up for e-mails at our website. 

Summer Worship Time  -  10:00 AM 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


