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Community In Christ is an ELCA Lutheran Church located two miles west of I-77 at Exit 25.  Our office hours are 9:30 AM-5:00 PM Monday through Friday.  

 We have worship at 9:30 am & 11:00 am on Sundays. We have a Wednesday evening worship at 7 pm. Communion is served at all services. Adult Sunday School 

is at 9:00 AM. Children’s Sunday school is at 9:15 am. An open invitation is extended to everyone to share our joy of Christian fellowship in worship and life.   
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Shrove Tuesday 
February 9th, 6:30 pm 

 

Ash Wednesday  
 

February 10th   

7 pm Worship 
 

Lenten Soup Suppers 
 

This Lenten Season we will be coming together for fellowship and a warm meal at 6 pm on the dates below 

prior to evening worship.  This is a wonderful opportunity to take some time to pause and connect with others 

in preparation for Easter.   
 

February 10th  -  Men’s Group 

February 17th  -  Choir 

February 24th 

March 2nd  -  Prayer Shawl & Card Ministry 

March 9th 

March 16th  -  CIC³ Chicks & WELCA 
 

Our small groups/ministries will be helping host these evenings so be sure to learn more about them and what 

they do during the meal!  We will have a variety of soups, bread and salad (gluten-free/allergy-free soup is 

available upon request).   



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk……………………… 
 

This month we enter the season of Lent. It’s a time of reflection on our life of 

faith, a time to recommit ourselves to the Lord. Many of us fast during Lent as a 

way of expressing our commitment to and dependence on God. Fasting is the act 

of ‘giving something up’ something that you do or use every day. You may give 

up lunch or choose a day or two during the week to not eat at all. You may give up 

alcohol or coffee. Maybe giving up screens or a social media site. Whatever you 

give up it should be done in seriousness with the aim of expressing to God your 

commitment. While you fast you will be tempted to end your fast early, let the temptation be a reminder 

instead to pray and strengthen your relationship with God. 

 Lent is also a time for the church to worship more frequently. We will have a simple soup sup-

per on Wednesday nights at 6 pm followed by worship. I’m working on some themes for worship about 

finding what we’ve lost. I invite you to come and see what we might discover from scripture about find-

ing purpose, contentment, connection, rest and inner strength.  

 Lent begins on Ash Wednesday with the sign of the cross traced in black ash on our foreheads 

as a reminder that our lives our short and we are insignificant. We need to know that, so that we can 

begin to comprehend how amazing it is that the God who created the universe and exists outside of time 

would deign to pay any attention to us at all, let alone die so that we could live forever. It’s a solemn 

service of facing a hard truth. Come worship and let that truth set you up to experience God’s love and 

grace anew. 

 Lent ends with Holy Week. Maundy Thursday and Good Friday. Two services that grab our 

heads and force us to look at the cross in all it’s gruesomeness. We want to turn away from the truth, but 

we need to face it. The truth will set us free. I encourage you to make full use of this Holy Season. 

Giving to God 
 
This chart breaks down the giving of CIC members to the ministry of their church in 2015. Take a look and find 

your range. 69 people gave less than $50 for the entire year and 39 people gave more than $3,000 for the year. As 

Christians we are called to give 10% of our income. This is a lofty goal, but many in our congregation are actively 

pursuing it. Thank you! 

 

We invite you to move up a step in your giving this year.  Most of us can give in that top range which represents a 

yearly income of more than 30,000. Not all of course, and we all have various things that prevent us from giving 

to the full extent. Let’s pursue the  goal of generosity, of being people who joyfully give a tenth of what God has 

given to us so that His work in the congregation can thrive. 

 

Christians are called to give prayerfully, purposefully and proportionally. May God guide us all as we show our 

support to His work in this congregation for the coming year! 

 

 

Amount given in 2015 Number of Contributors Total Dollars given in 2015 

0-$50 69 $1,792 

50-100 18 $1,438 

100-500 72 $19,741 

500-1000 38 $28,441 

1000-3000 68 $123,021 

3000+ 39 $268,827 



 

 

Prayers for 
 

Members: John Rummage, Nina Olszewski, Jim Hayes,  

Debbie Blackwell, Judy Miller, Vernon Hedrick, Sandy 

Mueller, David Vail, Joanne Bond, Ed Barger 
 

Friends and relatives of members 
 

Prayers for friend’s & relatives of members: Norma Freeze 

& Jit Romah (friend’s of Ron Major), Randy Salzman (Gary 

Salzman’s brother), Terri Long (church neighbor), Parker  

Cowherd (Allison & Jon Cowherd’s son/Carl & Debra Yost’s 

grandson), Natalie Ray Limper (sibling of preschool student, 

Sharon Fuller), Vi Noble (friend of Sandy Roger’s) 
 

 Please re-submit prayer request for the new year. 

The Lay Pastors meet monthly to pray for all people on the 

list. They also send out cards letting them know they have 

been prayed for. Please provide addresses to send the cards.  

Thank you. 

Please submit all prayer requests to the office at 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net or 704-892-0120  
 

 
 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Women, men and children in more that 170 countries 

will celebrate World Day of Prayer, Friday, March 

4, 2016.  This year, the women of the WDP Commit-

tee of Cuba, on behalf of all the women of the Baha-

mas, call us into worship considering the words 

“Receive children, receive me,” With these words as a 

backdrop, we are invited to learn about Cuba's history 

and rich cultural diversity. 
 

The women of Cuba share their stories of tradition, 

intergenerational wisdom and experiences of God's 

profound love and acceptance. Through the worship 

service, we learn of Jesus' profound teaching of ac-

ceptance as he states, “Let the little children come to 

me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that 

the kingdom of God belongs.” (Mk. 10:14-15). As we 

listen to the women of Cuba throughout the worship 

service, we are invited to wholly receive others, as 

Jesus calls us, into the Kingdom of God. 
 

This service will be held on March 4, 2016 at 10:00 

am at Community in Christ Lutheran Church 

sponsored by Women of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. 
 

Invite  your friends, family and neighbors to join the 

women of Cuba in prayer and song to support ecu-

menical efforts toward justice, peace, healing and 

wholeness. The annual offering supports the work of 

World Day of Prayer USA and helps meet the needs of 

families in Cuba and around the world who are vic-

tims of many forms of poverty, violence and injustice. 
 

World Day of Prayer is a worldwide ecumenical 

movement of Christian women of many traditions who 

come together to observe a common day of prayer 

each year on the first Friday in March. World Day of 

prayer was founded on the idea that prayer and action 

are inseparable in the service of God's realm.  Services 

begin at sunrise in the Pacific and follow the sun 

across the globe on the day of celebration. Each year a 

different country's committee serves as writer of the 

World Day of Prayer worship service. 
 

For more information or if you would like to partici-

pate in the planning of the worship service please con-

tact Irene Motrie at 704-237-3514 or leave a message 

with the church office. 

 

Lay Pastor News 
  

Lay pastors assist Pastor Travis in regular 

visitation of those unable to come to wor-

ship because of surgery or illness. If you’d 

like a visit or know someone who does, 

please let Beth Carroll or Pastor Travis 

know so we can coordinate care.  
  

The Lay Pastors meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 

11:45 am. They discuss the needs of the congregation, pray 

over those on the prayer list, send cards to those on the pray-

er list and discuss who will visit anyone who would like or 

needs a visit. During these visits they are trained to provide 

communion if requested and are happy to do it. 
 

The Lay Pastor Team has identified a need for a Congrega-

tional Prayer Chain that will support the needs of congrega-

tion by being in daily prayer with them for whatever their 

needs may be. Please send prayer request to Stephanie in the 

church office at swheeler@communityinchrist.net. It will 

then be forwarded to the Lay Pastor team.  

 

The Lay Pastor Team members are: Beth Carroll, Barbara 

Eaker, Gary Kautz, Karla Lever, Ron Major, Josephine 

Melling, Irene Motrie, Karen Raboin, Bath Rathke, Stella 

Ryan, Norma Short, and Janet Shuping 
  

Contact Beth Carroll at 704-953-6013 or etc35f@gmail.com 

with any concerns or questions. 
  

 

 



 

 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry 

was busy in 2015 - its 15 mem-

bers crafted a total of 124 shawls, 

chemo and winter hats, and lap/baby blankets, and gave 

away more than 100 of them!    Recipients included 

many members, family, and friends of CIC, patients of 

Hospice & Palliative Care - Charlotte Region, Operation 

Christmas Child box recipients, and individuals served 

by Room at the Inn.   
 

Our goals for 2016 include an expansion of these out-

reach efforts and we could sure use your help! If 

you like to knit or crochet - or would like to learn how - 

please join us! The group and its activities are open to all 

CIC members, friends, and visitors regardless of age or 

ability.  We meet the second and fourth Sundays of each 

month at 6:30pm in the CIC Adult Classroom.  Meeting 

times don’t work for you?  No problem!  You can still 

be a contributing member of this ministry!!  For more 

information, contact Kathy Dutton 

(mamabissy@gmail.com) or Diana Elsass 

(dianaelsass@gmail.com). 
 

February Meeting Dates: 

February 21, 2016 (second Sunday is Valentine’s Day!) 

February 28, 2016 
 

The CIC Prayer Shawl Ministry prayerfully weaves 

God’s love and peace into shawls and other crafts that 

serve as a physical reminder of God’s unconditional 

love, support, and presence in our lives.  The shawls/

craft items are blessed and given to CIC members, 

friends, and others experiencing times of difficulty (e.g., 

loss, illness, deployment) or celebration (e.g., birth of a 

child), so that the recipient will know that he/she is 

loved.   

 

 

 

CIC Card Ministry 
 

 

 

 

The Card Ministry has many new opportunities coming 

up in February, and we need you!   
 

Because of Shrove Tuesday, the Card Ministry will meet 

on Tuesday, Feb. 16 and Feb. 23, at 6:30 in The Spirit 

Center. In addition we will have our Thursday afternoon 

class on Feb. 25 at 3 p.m. Please join us at any and all of 

these opportunities.  
 

Contact Anne Randolph at arand86@bellsouth.net or 

704-596-3168.  

 

 

 

Preschool News 
 

 

 

Jan. 18, 2016 is the registration start date for currently en-

rolled and CIC members.  New student registration will 

open Feb. 2nd. There is a $85 registration fee.  Tuition is 

$230 for 2 and 3 year olds and $260 for 4, Pre-K, and 

TK.  The registration form can be found on the preschool 

website.   
 

It is time to re-link your VIC card if you haven’t already. 

The preschool number is 5638. You must re-link and you 

can link up to five schools. 
 

Sharon Fuller, Preschool Director 

sfuller9564@gmail.com  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Room  In The Inn provides shelter and food to those in 

need.  If you are able to help in our partnership with A 

Mighty Fortress Lutheran Church to provide breakfast 

items for February see the SignUpGenius Link on the 

church's Facebook page or contact Jill at 704.724.5861.   
 

We will be partnering with Mt. Zion Methodist Church on 

March 29th. There is a sign-up genius page with a food 

needs list on Facebook. We need your help in providing 

dinner for 14 people (28 servings), breakfast for 12 (24 

servings) and lunch for 10.  When signing up for side dish-

es please coordinate with main dish so that the meals com-

pliment each other.  Bring all food in disposable containers, 

if necessary wrapped in tinfoil not plastic.  All cold/non 

heated breakfast and lunch items (such as bagels, yogurts, 

fruit, drinks) can be dropped off at CIC between Sunday 

and 2 pm on Tuesday for delivery.  Hot dinner items need 

to be delivered directly to Mt. Zion (19600 Zion Ave,  

Cornelius, NC 28031) by 5:00 pm Tuesday, hot and ready 

to serve.  
 

Contact either Jill Brooks at 704-724-5861 or jlk-

brooks@gmail.com or Peter Cuocolo at pcuoco-

lo@charlottespecial events.com. Thank you! 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/portals/12/CHURCH/KnitCrochetPray.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sunprairieumc.org/Ministries/AdultCaringMinistries/tabid/3668/Default.aspx&h=212&w=426&tbnid=FJONTvhjv2Hf3M:&zoom=1&docid=7trzqCdCufiCy
tel:704.724.5861


 

 

 

WELCA 
 

“Women of the EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH IN AMERICA” all women in the 

congregation are members. There is no entry or membership fees all women are invited to 

attend any or all events.  The CIC group will meet on February 8th in the Adult Sunday 

School Room. At this meetings we will have our business meetings, proceeded with Bible 

study. February’s study leader is Deb Myers followed by refreshments provided by hostess, 

Sharon Kautz.  
 

Officers for 2016 are:  Laverne Waskielis, President, Sharon Kautz, Secretary, and Deb Myers Treasurer. 
  

Angels & Sparrows: We will continue to volunteer at the Angels & Sparrow’s Soup Kitchen in Huntersville. Our next 

date to work will be Monday, February 29th.  Volunteer sign-ups will be held at the monthly meeting. 
 

 We will be host to Mecklenburg/Union 2016 “SPRING GATERING” on Saturday April 16th.  Registration 

will begin at 9am, followed by a program, meeting and ending with a lunch, Registration fee is $7.00 
 

 One-day retreat on Saturday February 13th at Advent Lutheran Church at University City Blvd, in Char-

lotte.   The program is “Stiches in Scripture” registration information is on the WELCA board in the fel-

lowship hall.  
 

Upcoming events: 
 

 Spring Retreat at Kure Beach on March 11th – 13th theme “The prayer of Jesus” 
 

 Annual Gathering June 24th – 26th at Lenoir Rhyne University 

CIC³ Chicks 
 

A women’s ministry  focused on faith, fellowship, and fun! 
 

The Chicks provide a social support network for the women of CIC.  We support each other 

and build each other up so that we are able to serve in our many roles throughout various 

groups at CIC and in our personal lives without burning out or feeling overwhelmed.  We 

help each other find a sense of security, belonging, and community and we help and support 

one another when needed so that each of us can give our best.  The Chicks gather for social 

events regularly and for book/Bible studies every other Wednesday morning, as well as sup-

porting our church families through meal trains when a need arises. 

  

Chicks: We are officially helping WELCA with the March 16th Lenten soup meal.  A signup will be available on the FB 

page and by email for anyone who needs it.  May contact Emily at emilycunning@gmail.com 

  

Please join us on February 11th. We will meet at 6pm at “My Nail Spa” in Birkdale and at 7:00 at “Eez Restaurant” 

Birkdale for dinner.  We will have an event page on FB or people can RSVP to Emily by email 

at emilycunning@gmail.com.  We will need a headcount by Monday, Feb 8th for mani/pedis. You do not need to be a 

member to join us. This would be a fun outing and see what our group is about! 

 

Chick's Wednesday Book study will take place on Feb. 10th and 24th from 9:30 - 11:30 in the Adult Sunday School 

room.  We will finish reading Anne Lamott's book Small Victories: Spotting Improbable Moments of Grace on Feb. 

10th.   On Feb. 24th we will start our new book, The Gospel According to Dr. Seuss by James Kemp.  Please contact Jill 

Brooks if you have any questionsjlkbrooks@gmail.com 



 

 

The Montagnard Mission 

 

The Montagnard Mission Council 
 
Bethani Ka          Gary Salzman 
Stella Ryan, Financial Liaison               Susan Conlon, President 
Kim Cornellier, Secretary             Lauren Millner, Vice President             

  Beverly Foster, AMF liaison                              

Mission Marks First Anniversary at AMF 
Celebration February 21 

 
It’s hard to believe that a year has gone by in our “new” location at A Mighty Fortress Lu-
theran.  Continued growth and leadership from the youth members is our trend, and we 
have been blessed in many ways in the last 365! 
 
We are so grateful to everyone who supports this coopera-
tive ministry, with special thanks to the congregations of 
CIC and AMF. Your ongoing commitments help make 
God’s word come alive in the Montagnard community! 
 
We’ll be celebrating this event at our service on Sunday, 
February 21, and hope to have special guests from the NC 
synod to share the excitement. All are welcome! 

Please be a sweetheart! 
 

Our tutoring students are halfway through 
the school year, and some of our basic sup-
plies are running low. We are in particular 
need of the following items to help kids meet 
the challenge of the second half of the school 
year: 
 pencils 
 spiral and composition notebooks 
 quart Ziploc bags 
 protein bars 
 
There will be a collection box in the gather-
ing space for the month of February.  Thanks 
so much! Questions? Please contact Susan 
Conlon @ conlonfamily1@windstream.net or
(704) 905-9401. 

Tutoring Schedule Change 
 
CIC tutors, due to the recent CMS snow 
days, our tutoring schedule has been 
adapted...contrary to our original plan, we 
will hold tutoring at AMF on February 15, 
as that is a designated makeup day for the 
January 22 school closing. This date was 
originally a school holiday. 
 
Interested in tutoring? It’s a great way to 
spend an hour on Monday evenings, and is 
a great way to carry out a volunteering  
New Year’s resolution.  
 
Questions? Please contact Lauren Millner  
@ laurenmillner@roadrunner.com or 
(704) 517-8041. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music News 
 

CHILDREN’S CHOIR IS ON ITS WAY! 
 

That’s right…Children’s Choir will be starting back 

with weekly rehearsals beginning Sunday, February 14, 

at 3:00 p.m. in the church sanctuary.  Kids, we will 

begin working on songs to be presented in our worship 

services, so plan to come and help sing praises to our 

Lord!  Spread the word and bring a friend! 

 

Come Join the Music Team at CIC 
 

Do you enjoy singing?  Do you play an instrument?  If 

so, why not consider becoming part of the wonderful 

music ministry at CIC?  Our Praise Team, a worship-

leading choir that serves at our contemporary service, 

and our Adult Choir, which sings at the traditional ser-

vice, both rehearse on Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm 

and can always use another voice or instrument!  And, 

don’t forget our gospel choir – Jubilation!  This won-

derful group of volunteers from around the community 

meets each week on Sundays from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. in 

anticipation of presenting worship concerts at area 

churches and retirement communities.  There are no 

auditions or fees required in order to participate – just a 

love of singing God’s praises!  Rehearsals for Jubila-

tion will begin on Sunday, February 14.   

For more information on the CIC Music Ministry,  

contact Sandy Rogers. 

 

Resuming in February: 

 

Handbell Choir—February 3 

 

This choir meets on Wednesday evenings at 6 pm and 

is led by Sarah Stertzbach. Please contact her at  

614-361-2597 with any questions or if you would like 

to become part of this group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Times Seniors 
 

Our next luncheon, to be hosted by Anna and Bill Roth, is 

scheduled for 11:30 am on Wednesday, February 17th, at 

the Huntersville Family Restaurant located behind the Rite 

Aid Pharmacy in the Bayshore Plaza at 105 N. Statesville 

Road (Rt. 21).  This is near the intersection of N. 

Statesville and Gilead roads off I-77 at Exit 23.  Two sign-

up sheets to RSVP are available: one on the Welcome 

Desk in the Narthex and the other on the Happy Times 

Bulletin Board in Karriker Fellowship Hall.   
 

Forty individuals attended the educational seminar on 

Wills and Living Trusts in the fellowship hall on January 

13th.  Our Thrivent Action Team received a $250 gift card 

from Thrivent Financial to purchase food for the luncheon 

following the presentation.  Thank you to Thrivent and the 

volunteers who served on the Action Team.     
 

If you have not paid your $5 annual dues for 2016, you 

may do so at the luncheon on February 17th.  You will also 

have the opportunity to sign-up to host a luncheon at a res-

taurant of your choice and present your suggestions re-

garding activities and day trips for 2016.          
 

Happy Times welcomes all who wish to participate.  We 

especially invite new CIC members and visitors.  We look 

forward to your participation in 2016.  For additional in-

formation about the group please contact Doris and Bill 

Hillegass at 704-892-0156 or hillegassd@bellsouth.net. 

 

Winter New Members Classes  

January 31, February 7 and 14 
 

If you have been worshiping with us at 

Community in Christ and are ready to take 

the next steps to make CIC your new 

church home, we invite you to attend our Winter Session 

New Members Class!  We will meet in the Spirit Center 

following the 11:00am service on January 31 and February 

7 and 14.  You will learn more about our history and minis-

tries as well as the Lutheran faith.  We hope you will join 

us!  Childcare is available as needed. Questions and RSVP 

to susan@communityinchrist.net. 



 

 

 

North Carolina Synod Bishop Smith’s reflections 

 

A Talking Foot ?…  

 

First Corinthians 12, part of this January 24’s lectionary, is a vivid illustration of 

the critical role each part of the body plays in being, well, a body! 15If the foot 

would say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," that would 

not make it any less a part of the body… 18But as it is, God arranged the mem-

bers in the body, each one of them, as he chose… 26If one member suffers, all 

suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

27Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it.  

 

Apparently the church at Corinth is struggling with some feeling more “special” or important than others. 

Paul’s absurd body part conversation underscores the folly of a body in which each part tries to go it 

alone, oblivious to the body’s identity and functioning as a whole unit. The body to which he is referring, 

of course, is us—the body of Christ!  

 

It seems to me that in both our larger culture and in our Lutheran Church, we’ve lost sight of the big pic-

ture. We pledge allegiance to and worship individualism. When I lived in Washington, D.C. in the early 

‘80’s, President Ronald Reagan and Speaker of the House Tip O’Neill were fierce political opponents, 

but they were good friends who held the good of the country in higher regard than even their strong indi-

vidual parties, opinions and passions. It was tense at times, but they moved forward and got things done 

together. Statesmen, I think they used to be called.  

 

Presiding Bishop Elizabeth’s Eaton Monthly Column in The Lutheran 

 

Time to get to know each other 

And get ready to consider priorities, future direction of ELCA 

 

Sometimes I just don’t get us. We are the least likely of all people to speak en-

thusiastically about our church. I don’t know if it is some cross-cultural Luther-

an modesty that compels us to hide our light under a bushel, but the effect is 

that the ELCA is one of the best kept secrets — from ourselves.  

 

Other people in this country and around the world value who we are as a church 

and the work we do in Jesus’ name. Recently I was in the Zaatari refugee camp 

in Jordan observing the work of the Lutheran World Federation. The Syrian ref-

ugees knew what is Lutheran. Our colleges and universities affirmed the value of a Lutheran education — 

our tradition of free inquiry, vocation and service to the neighbor. Chris Kimball, president of California 

Lutheran University, Thousand Oaks, proudly states that “Lutheran” is the school’s middle name. Non-

Lutheran students attending the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphiarefer to the school simply 

as “Lutheran.” Lutheran Services in America is the largest social service-providing entity in the country, 

serving 1 in 50 Americans. I bet most of you reading this column didn’t know that. 

 

Of course I understand that our primary identity is Christian and that baptism doesn’t make us Lutheran, 

it makes us part of the body of Christ. But the Lutheran witness to the gospel has something important 

and distinctive about it that is valued by other Christian and religious traditions, and by the secular world 

as well. Other people see it. We don’t.  

 

I’ve been thinking about this a lot lately. Many sociological explanations for this probably could be cited:  



 

 

In verse 18 Paul brings us back to reality, “but as it is…” The arrangement of one body with its many members is not 

simply an accident to be observed nor a winner-take-all competition. Each is an integral part of the whole with divine 

origin and purpose. Paul even tells us that the “less honorable parts” are all Bishop Smith’s Reflection’s Cont.  

the more important because of their vital function. Every single one of us is important, connected, and mutually reliant. 

Anyone who’s ever had a toothache or a stubbed toe or appendicitis knows this truth. There’s no need to diminish, ne-

glect, or even demonize little toes in order to be the ultimate elbow. The body needs both.  

 

“Synod” means “together on the way” or “journeying together.” Nearly six months in as our synod’s bishop, I’m realiz-

ing that a major part of my (our) calling is to lift up ways we are stronger, better, as Church together than we are apart. 

Encouraging and equipping the Church at events such as “Bold Like Jesus” this week is surely one way.  

 

Social justice ministries, mission starts, redevelopments of congregations, campus ministries, candidacy processes to 

help raise up and equip leaders for the church, helping yoke struggling congregations in ways that renew Gospel life 

and hope, caring for pastors and other rostered leaders, managing conflict, supporting camps, colleges, seminaries, call 

processes, social service organizations, ecumenical and global missionaries as well as global church partners 

(companion synods) are among the many ways. Whether at this moment within the body of the Church and the synod 

you fancy yourself a torso or a toenail, you are a crucial part of this body! We need you, and you need the rest of us! 

Little things matter, when multiplied. I think of this old analogy whose source I cannot find: “For want of a nail, the 

shoe was lost; for want of a shoe, the horse was lost; for want of a horse, the messenger was lost; for want of a messen-

ger, the message was lost; for want of a message, the battle was lost; for want of a battle, the cause was lost.”  

 

Even with all our flaws and blemishes, we are the body of Christ in this world. We are the NC Synod. Remember, no 

matter how big and relatively “successful” you are right now, we’re all in this together, and the day will come when 

you will need help. No matter how small right now you might believe your part in the body to be, you are important. 

You are necessary. We all are.  

 

Bishop Eaton’s Reflections Cont. the erosion of trust in large institutions, our culture of individualism, increased secu-

larization — the list could go on. But here’s my theory: We don’t know who we are and don’t know each other. 

 

Kenn Inskeep, director for ELCA Research and Evaluation, notes that the ELCA’s predecessor church bodies had a 

strong and widely shared Lutheran identity in the 1950s. There was a strong Lutheran theological identity. Theology 

was primarily the domain of the clergy, but many lay members knew the basics and could recite from Martin Luther’s 

Small Catechism. And people knew of and supported the agencies and institutions of the church. 

 

Before you worry that I’m going to get all Ozzie and Harriet Nelson on you, I’m not advocating a return to the ’50s. 

There were many things in our church and in our country in those years to which I would never retreat. My point: 

We  have lost something that helped us understand God and the world and that connected us to each other. 

 

This isn’t the first time the Lutheran movement needed a little shoring up. In 1527 and 1528, Luther took part in the 

Saxon Visitation, an assessment of congregations and clergy in the German state of Saxony. He wrote: “The deplorable, 

wretched deprivation that I recently encountered while I was a visitor has constrained and compelled me to prepare this 

catechism, or Christian instruction, in such a brief, plain and simple version. Dear God, what misery I beheld! The ordi-

nary person, especially in the villages, knows absolutely nothing  about the Christian faith. … As a result they live like 

simple cattle or irrational pigs and, despite the fact that the gospel has returned, have mastered the fine art of misusing 

all their freedom” (preface to the Small Catechism). Luther also piles on pastors and bishops with stronger language. His 

Small and Large Catechisms were written, in part, to address this need. 

 

We are going to have our own Saxon Visitation in a process requested by the ELCA Church Council. We are going to 

have a churchwide conversation about the priorities and future direction of this church. When I say we, I mean all of us 

— members, congregations, synods, rostered, lay, seminaries, colleges and universities, agencies and institutions, bish-

ops, churchwide staff — all of us.  

 

But we can’t talk about priorities and future directions if we don’t know who we are or what we do. We are developing a 

tool kit that will help us all engage in the same conversation. I’m hopeful that, with the Spirit’s guidance, we will come 



 

 

CiC Kids! 
February Sunday School 

 

Sunday School meets in the Spirit center 

each Sunday morning at 9:15am. Join us as 

we learn about Jesus’ baptism and ministry in 

the weeks ahead.  

This month we’ll be finishing up Epiphany 

Lessons and moving onto the lessons of Lent! 

For all Pre-K through 5th graders.  Contact Jill 

Brooks at 704-724-5861 or  

jlkbrooks@gmail.com and Karla Lever at 

levercounceling@gmail.com for more infor-

mation or to register your child.  

First Communion Classes 
 

When: March 6, 13 & 20  2pm-3pm 
 
Who: All Second Grade Students 
(and older students who haven’t had instruction yet) 
 
Why: Because we made a promise at your baptism 
to bring you to the Lord’s supper and train you in the 
Christian faith 
 
What: We will make bread and taste wine. We’ll cre-
ate our own clay chalice and celebrate a Seder meal 
together. Pastor Travis will teach us what we believe 
about Holy Communion. 

 

Lent for Kids 
Kids love ritual. Have you noticed that? Whether it’s hiding a tooth under the 
pillow for the tooth fairy, or putting out cookies for Santa Clause, children are 
strongly impacted by rituals. We are about to enter a season of rituals that are 
important for the faith development of our kids. 
 

There are three rituals associated with Lent. Prayer, Almsgiving and Fasting. Talk to your kids about 
these three and make a plan to implement them during the season. Hopefully you are already praying 
regularly with them during meals, bedtime and in worship. Almsgiving is the act of giving to the poor. Pick 
a charity and collect money for them. You might want to go to the website for Lutheran World Hunger and 
learn about ways to help. Fasting is the act of giving something up for Lent to pray with your body. It’s an 
act of commitment and telling God you rely on Him. Talk to your kids about what it means but let them 
decide what to give up. They can have it on Sundays, though, because that’s when we celebrate the res-
urrection of Jesus.  

And Don’t forget to Worship 
Ash Wednesday is February 10th at 7pm. Get the cross traced, let your kids stay up later that day. It’s a 

somber service and they’ll remember it. It reminds us of our dependence upon God for salvation. 



 

 

YOUTH LINKS 

CIC Youth on the Web 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/

groups/cicyouth 

Instagram: CIC.Youth  

Twitter: CICinNCYouth 

Website: www.communityinchrist.org 

Contact Pastor Travis: 

Pastortravis@communityinchrist.net 

704-999-2284 (cell) 

February Calendar 
February 7th– No Youth Group, Souper Bowl 

Sunday  

February 9th– Shrove Tuesday 6:30pm-  

February 14– Ski Retreat– no youth group 

February 21, 28th– Normal Youth Group 5pm.  

CiC Youth 

2016 Mission Trip to Haiti! 
We have 23 youth and adults going to make a difference in Haiti 

this summer! Fundraising is already underway, we have a goal of 

raising $10,000.00. Our next meeting is February 28th at 6:30pm 

Raising Money to Feed 
the Hungry! 

 
On Super Bowl Sunday, 

February 6th, the youth will be in the narthex 
raising money to feed the hungry. All donations 

will go to ELCA World Hunger appeal. Bring your 
$$$$$ 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 
Join us at 6:30 PM on Tuesday February 9th for our an-
nual Mardi Gras/fat Tuesday/shrove Tuesday feat before 
the fast.  
 
We eat pancakes and sausage on this day as part of a 
long tradition of getting rid of all meat, fats and sugar in 
preparation for the 40 day fast of lent. Come! 

 
Lenten Fast: Time to start thinking about what you will 
give up for Lent. Fasting is a way to pray with your body 
and express you dependence upon God! 



 

 

 

CIC Giving Garden 

 

It seems crazy to be planning for spring after the weekend of snow that we just had but, 

just like the Rapture, it is coming whether we are ready or not! I am excited about the 

coming season at the Giving Garden! With your help we can use our gifts to bless not 

only our congregation but our community as well.  
 

This year we will be expanding the number of beds planted for donation to the Ada Jen-

kins center. Increasing the amount of donation space will also increase the number of volunteers needed to get the work 

done. Please consider volunteering to help grow nutritious, fresh vegetables for our neighbors who are less fortunate. 

You do not need to have a green thumb to help out. Actually you don’t even have to have thumbs! Volunteers for the 

donation beds will be able to take a small amount of produce home with them as well. Volunteers will be able to work 

in the garden as their schedule allows. Garden tasks will be listed on a board in the greenhouse.  
 

Individual beds will also be available for CIC members to rent for personal gardens. An individual bed (5’ x 10’) will 

cost $20 for the growing season. Gardeners will be expected to keep their plots weeded, watered, and clean up at the end 

of the season. No chemical pesticides are to be used on the plots. There are organic products available at the garden. All 

the hand tools are provided. As always I (Farmer Jon) will be available for questions.  
 

We will also have egg co-op spaces available as well. At the time of this writing Monday & Friday’s are open. Co-op 

members are assigned a day of the week to care for the chickens. Caring for the chickens includes feeding, fresh water, 

collecting eggs, moving the coops if able, and spending a few minutes visiting. On your assigned day you are allowed to 

keep up to 6 eggs. The remainder of the eggs go into the fridge in the kitchen. The excess eggs will be available for pur-

chase on Sundays.  The price for 1 dozen organic, pastured eggs is $5.00. The current egg-heads will have the first op-

tion to renew their spot and any unfilled spaces will then be opened on a first come basis. Interested but do not have ex-

perience with chickens? Don’t be afraid, training will be provided. The cost of a membership is $60/year.  
 

For those of you who are not interested in gardening or chickens there are several ways you can support the Giving  

Garden. Donations are always appreciated. These donations go to covering the cost of larger purchases such as mulch, 

tools and equipment. Buying eggs on Sunday helps cover the cost of chicken feed, coop repairs, and equipment. Com-

post bins are available for $20 each. The idea is to buy a bin, take it home and fill with kitchen scraps through the week 

(vegetables and breads only-no meat or bones), bring the bin with you on Sunday and empty it onto the compost pile, 

cover the fresh scraps with leaves and repeat. Composting kitchen scraps reduces our waste generation and provides the 

Giving Garden with compost to grow more vegetables. Bring your old newspapers to the greenhouse, they will be used 

as weed a barrier for the garden plots. If you are interested in any of the Giving Garden activities we would LOVE to 

have your help. 

 

Please contact Jonathan Zimmerman (jonpennyzimm@carolina.rr.com, 704-

907-6534), Stephanie Wheeler at the church office, or Vickie Reeves (704-

450-8292).  

 

Farmer Jon  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Darren White  Feb 1 

Lauren Kowsky  Feb 3 

Steven Tessier  Feb 3 

Finn Clement  Feb 3 

Leah Hoffner  Feb 4 

Sean Thomas  Feb 5 

Grace Johnson  Feb 6 

Johnny Lizzol III Feb 6 

Linda Barger  Feb 7 

Andrew Tomsheck Feb 7 

Fred Classey  Feb 9 

Pete Milbery  Feb 9 

Jonathan Flock  Feb 9 

Linda Woodard  Feb 11 

Clifton Deabreu  Feb 11 

Chad White  Feb 11 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mac Amick  Feb 11 

Kim Kennedy  Feb 12 

Theresa Roberts  Feb 15 

Mark Hoffman  Feb 17 

Jamie McNeilis  Feb 18   

Rhonda Douglass Feb 19 

Chris Garn  Feb 20 

Susan Hill  Feb 21 

Scott Brooks  Feb 23 

Jackie Lowden  Feb 24 

Irene Motrie  Feb 24 

Ellen Block  Feb 24 

Don Elsass  Feb 25 

Sandy Rogers  Feb 27 

Karen Pettit  Feb 29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bob & Bonnie Koring   February 7 

Michael & Debbie Davidson  February 9 

Ron & Christine Ceccarini  February 20 

John & Linda Muhlbach  February 27 



 

 

February 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 
 

1 
9am-Preschool 

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

5:30pm– Monta-

gnard Tutoring 

7pm-A.A.  

7pm-Denver 

Bible Study 

7pm-Mountain 

Team Meeting 

7pm-N.M. Choir 

2 
9am-Preschool  

10:30am-Bible          

                Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

3 
9am-Preschool  

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

6pm-Hand bells 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-W.O.W. 

7:45pm-Small 

groups 

4 
9am-Preschool  

7pm-Adult Choir 

5 
9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

7pm-A.A. 

6 
9:30am-

Stroller Strides 

10am—A.A. 

5:30pm-A.A. 

dinner & 

speaker 

7 
9am-Coffee 

9:15am-Children’s S.S. 

9:30am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

12pm-New Member Class 

5pm-H.S. Youth Group 

 

8 
9am-Preschool 

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

5:30pm– Monta-

gnard Tutoring 

6pm-GS Troop 

1261 

7pm-N.M. Choir 

7pm-A.A. 

7:30pm-

WELCA  

9 
9am-Preschool  

10:30am-Bible          

                Study 

11:45am-Lay 

Pastor Meeting 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-Shrove 

Tuesday 

10 
9am-Preschool  

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

9:30am-CIC³ 

Chicks Book 

Study 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-Ash 

Wednesday Wor-

ship 

 

11 
9am-Preschool  

7pm-Adult Choir 

 

12 
9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

7pm-A.A. 

 

13 
9:30am-

Stroller Strides 

10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

14 

9am-Coffee 

9:15am-Children’s S.S. 

9:30am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

12pm-New Member Class 

3pm-Children’s Choir 

5pm-H.S. Youth Group 

5pm-Jubilation Choir 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

              Ministry 

 

15 
9am-Preschool 

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

5:30pm– Monta-

gnard Tutoring 

7pm-A.A. 

7pm-J.A.M.S. 

7pm-Denver 

Bible Study 

7pm-N.M. Choir 

7pm-W.D.P. 

Meeting 

16 
9am-Preschool 

10:30am-Bible     

                Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

 

 

17 
9am-Preschool  

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

11:30am-Happy 

Times @ Hunt-

ersville Family 

Restaurant 

6pm-Soup Supper 

6pm-Hand bells 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-Worship 

18 

9am-Preschool  

3:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

7pm-Adult Choir 

19 
9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

7pm-A.A. 

20 
9:30am-

Stroller Strides 

10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

21 
9am-Coffee 

9:15am-Children’s S.S. 

9:30am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

3pm-Children’s Choir 

5pm-H.S. Youth Group 

5pm-Jubilation Choir  

22 
9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

5:30pm- Monta-

gnard Tutoring 

6pm-GS Troop 

1261 

7pm-A.A. 

7pm-N.M. Choir 

23 
9am-Preschool 

10:30am-Bible 

Study 

6:30pm-O.A. 

6:30pm-Card 

Ministry 

 

24 
9am-Preschool 

9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

6pm-Hand bells 

6pm-Soup Supper 

6:30pm-A.A. 

7pm-Worship 

 

25 
9am-Preschool 

7pm-Adult Choir 

 

 

26 
7pm-A.A. 

 

 

 

27 
9:30am-

Stroller Strides 

10am-A.A. 

6:30pm-A.A./

Alanon 

28 
9am-Coffee 

9:15am-Children’s S.S. 

9:30am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

10:30am-Coffee 

11am-Worship/Adult S.S. 

3pm-Children’s Choir 

5pm-H.S. Youth Group 

5pm– Jubilation Choir 

6:30pm-Prayer Shawl  

              Ministry 

6:30pm-Haiti Mission Mtg 

29 
9:30am-Stroller 

Strides 

5:30pm– Monta-

gnard Tutoring 

7pm-Property 

Committee Mtg 

7pm-A.A. 

7pm-N.M. Choir 

 

 

 

     

Youth Ski Retreat 

Return Sunday afternoon 

Council/Staff  

Retreat 

Return Sunday  

afternoon 



 

 

 February Service Blocks 

ALTAR GUILD 
  

9:30AM      Jean Agner & Kathy Dutton 

 

11:00AM Beth Carroll 

USHER 
  

 9:30AM    

7 Tim Nohr, The Jones Family, Bob Liljefors 

14 Tim Nohr, The Jones Family, Bob Liljefors 

21  Tim Nohr, The Jones Family, Bob Liljefors, Tom 

 Karpovitz 

28 Tim Nohr, The Jones Family, Bob Liljefors, Gary 

 Samuelson 

 

 11:00AM 

7 John Iversen, Donna Hayes, Mark Myers, Steve  

        Mortenson 

14 John Iversen, Ron Major, Beth Carroll 

21 John Iversen, Beth Carroll, Mark Myers, Steve 

 Mortenson 

28 John Iversen, Donna Hayes, Beth Carroll 

COMMUNION ASSISTANT 
  

 9:30AM    

7  Debbie Davidson, Beth Jaszewski, Rod & Norma 

 Short, Jon & Penny Zimmerman, Pam Spano 

14 Debbie Davidson, Beth Jaszewski, Rod & Norma 

 Short, Jon & Penny Zimmerman, Pam Spano 

21 Lars & Susan Kullstam, Eileen Wissell, Lloyd 

 Somers, Rick & Jacki Lowden, Valerie Deabreu 

28  Lars & Susan Kullstam, Eileen Wissell, Lloyd 

 Somers, Rick & Jackie Lowden, Valerie Deabreu 

  11:00AM 

7  Ron & Kay Sides, Beth Carroll 

14 Ron & Kay Sides, Beth Carroll 

21 Joan Garn, Barbara Eaker, Nancy Black 

28 Joan Garn, Barbara Eaker, Nancy Black 

ACOLYTE  
  

 9:30AM   11:00AM 

7 Samantha Nohr  Connor Merson 

14 Heather Scott    

21 Jackson Bjork  Adeline Merson  

28 Foster Hutchinson    

      

Crucifer 
  

 9:30AM   11:00AM 
7  Evan Rixman  Adeline Merson 

14 Travis Scott 

21 Samantha Nohr  Connor Merson   

28 Evan Rixman 

   

COFFEE CART 
  

 10:30AM 

7 Carol Moser 

14 Liz & Brad Moore 

21 Kaiti & Dan Mrak 

28 Karen & Steve Pettit   

   

BREAD BAKER 
  

7 Beth rathke   

14 Sondra Sigmon 

21 Sharon Kautz 

28 Cyndi Ball 

 

COUNTERS 
  

7 Heidi Rixman & Jeff Dutton 

14 Heidi Rixman & Jeff Dutton 

21 Heidi Rixman & Jeff Dutton 

28 Heidi Rixman & Stella Ryan 

 

Sound Board/Power Point 

 

 9:30AM   11:00AM 

7  

14  

21  

28  

Greeter 

 9:30AM   11:00AM 

7 Eileen Wissell 

14  
21 Eileen Wissell  Louise Walker 

28 Eileen Wissell 

 



 

 

Community In Christ 

Lutheran Church 

7621 Norman Island Drive 
Cornelius, NC 28031 

I –77, Exit 25 2 miles west on HWY 73 

(704) 892-0120     e-mail: 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net 
 

Church Council     Team Leaders 

Scott Brooks (VP)                 Youth (Gretchen Hoelscher) 

Robert Maxwell (Secretary) Evangelism  (Bill McGuire) 
Chris Spano  Family Life  (Kate Hansen) 

Heidi Rixman  Finance  (Chris Spano) 

Gretchen Hoelscher  Technology (Scott Brooks) 
Kevin Anderson                   Outreach  (Donna Good) 

Josephine Melling   Property  (Kevin Anderson) 

Bill McGuire   Stewardship (Marci Winegrad) 
Donna Good   Support Staff  (Heidi Rixman)  

Jeff Dutton  Worship & Music (Jeff Dutton) 

Marci Winegrad  Legal Counsel  (Tim Nohr) 
Connie White  Health Ministry (Penny Zimmerman) 

   WELCA   (Laverne Waskielis)  

   Small Groups (Josephine Melling)
     

Staff 

Pastor, Rev. Travis Norton      (pastortravis@communityinchrist.net) 
Church Secretary, Stephanie Wheeler    (swheeler@communityinchrist.net)  

Music Director, Sandy Rogers                 (sandy@communityinchrist.net) 
Preschool Director, Sharon Fuller                 (Sfuller9564@gmail.com) 

Director of Inviting Ministries,   

 Susan Kullstam                                           (susan@communityinchrist.net) 
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If you have information you want in the bulletin, 

please have it in writing in the Church Office no 

later than 10:00 AM on Thursdays. For infor-

mation to be in the newsletter, please submit it to 

the church office in writing no later than 1:00 PM 

on the 20th of the month prior to publication. 

Please contact Stephanie at: 704-892-0120 or 

swheeler@communityinchrist.net   

Are you getting our E-Mails?  
 

Each week we send out an e-mail to the congrega-

tion sharing what's going on and what's coming 

up. If you have not been receiving these e-mails, 

please let us know. Write your e-mail down in the 

black  book and put a note by it asking us to in-

clude you in our weekly e-mails. You can also 

sign up for e-mails at our website. 

Narrative Lectionary  Preaching Texts for February 

 

 

 

 

February 7—Mark 8:27-9:8 

Transfiguration 
 

February 10-Mark 9:30-37 

Passion Prediction 
 

February 14-Mark 10:17-31 

First Last and Last First 
 

February 21-Mark 10:32-52 

Bartimaeus Healed 
 

February 28-Mark 12:13-17 

Taxes to Caesar 
 

 


